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Principal’s Pen
Mrs. Hart

What an exciting time of year it is at Danville
Elementary School. There is definitely a spirit in the
air!

| would like to thank everyone who came to our
book fair and the holiday store. It is a fun event for
our young shoppers. | would also like to thank our
elves. They did a very nice job helping our
shoppers. Itis not an easy task to help direct a
shopper with a long list and a budget.

We are busy in our classrooms with lots of
instruction and learning. We also have some
special events planned in December. On the 19"
we will be going to the PAC for a school-wide field
trip to be entertained by the TRHS students who will
be performing musical selections from past shows.
It is a treat to see our talented high school students
sing and dance. | believe these performances help
instill a sense of the possibilities of joining the
performing arts at the high school. The Middle
School band and orchestra will be coming to
Danville to perform on December 23, 2008. Again it
is exciting to see our talented older students.

With December comes the possibility of inclement
weather that may impact school. If school is
canceled you will receive an Alert Now phone
message. The SAU tries to get that message out
around 5:45, if the decision is made by that time. In

the event of an early dismissal there will also be an
Alert Now call to the numbers that you have given
the school; home, both parents’ cell and both
parents work. Itis very important that you keep the
school updated with any changes to phone
numbers. In the event of an unscheduled early
release, please call the school if there will be a
change in your student’s transportation or if you
have questions. Weather may cause a delay in our
buses. Please be aware that buses may be
delayed at least 30 minutes on snowy days. Please
make sure that you have a plan in place for your
child in the event that you were delayed in getting
home due to poor weather. Please call the school
if you have questions.

| hope that everyone enjoys this special time of
year. Remember to take time to create a special
memory for your family. The true joy of the season
is in spending time with loved ones and seeing the
wonder in a child’s eyes. | wish all our families a
Merry Christmas, A Joyful Hanukah or a Happy
Kwanzaal!




News from the Curriculum Corner
Nancy Barcelos
Assistant Principal/Curriculum Coordinator

November was a busy month for Danville students.
All students learned about voting by casting ballots.
Children in kindergarten through third grade voted
on their favorite Ladybug book. Choosing a favorite
picture book is a program the New Hampshire state
library offers to schools each year. It is always fun
to find out if we choose the same book as other
children in the state! 4™ and 5" grade students
voted for their choice of President. It was a close
race at Danville School! They also voted for student
council representatives. Each year 4" and 5" grade
students “campaign” for themselves if they wish to
run for student council. Two representatives are
chosen from each class. The students work with
Mrs. Wood, our enrichment teacher, to help make
Danville School a friendly and fun school.

Following with the theme of government, 4th grade
students went to the state house in Concord. They
have been studying NH government in social
studies. It was exciting for them to be able to go to
the state house, where important decisions are
made.

Parents Right to Know

In response to regulations set by the New
Hampshire Department of Education and the United
States Department of Education, we are required to
notify you of our staff's highly qualified status. All
teachers and support staff at Danville Elementary
School meet these requirements and are highly
qualified to teach.

We are also required to inform you that parents
have the right to request information regarding their
child’s performance level in the classroom or from
Title I. Any parent of an English language Proficient
student has the right to withdraw that child from
English language instruction.

If you have any questions about the above
regulations, please contact Nancy Barcelos,
Assistant Principal/Curriculum Coordinator.

| want to thank you for all you do to support your
children on their journey of learning. There is no
better gift. Many wishes for a happy holiday season,
Nancy Barcelos

From the Front Line
Mrs. Landry & Mrs. Keehan

Please do not leave transportation messages on
the attendance line. This is not a voicemail line that
is assigned to any one phone, so when there are
messages on this line, there is not a blinking light to
alert anyone to them. It should be used to report
absent or tardy students only.

Please notify the office when you have a change of
address or with new phone numbers for home,
work, and emergency contacts so that we may keep
our database up-to-date.

Lost and found clothing items are located in the
cafeteria. Jewelry, eyeglasses, and other small
items are in the front office.
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Reading Consultant
Claire Manes

Ten read-aloud commandments

by Mem Fox. (author of Possum Magi, Koala Lou
and many others)

1. Spend at least ten wildly happy minutes every
single day reading aloud.

2. Read at least 3 stories a day. Children need to
hear a thousand stories before they can begin
to learn to read.

3. Read with animation. Hang loose and be loud,
have fun and laugh a lot.

4. Read with enjoyment for yourself and great joy
for the listener.

5. Read the stories that the kids love, over and
over and over again.



6. Let children hear lots of language by talking to
them constantly about the pictures, or anything
else connected to the book.

7. Look for rhythm or repetition in books for
young children, and make sure the books are
really short.

8. Play games with the things that you and the
child can see on the page, such as finding the
letters that start the child’s name and yours.

9. Never ever teach reading, or get tense around
books.

10. Please read aloud every day, mums and dads,
because you just love being with your child, not
because it’s the right thing to do.

Happy Holidays!

Don't forget that books make wonderful
Christmas gifts!

Claire Manes (Reading Consultant)

Music Notes
Mrs. Cook & Mrs. Nelson

Band: Mark your calendars!
Januar¥ 14™ 7pm Holiday concert including
both 4™ and 5" grade students.
March 16" and 17" Concert for all 5" grade
band students.
April 8" 7pm Concert for all 4™ grade AND 1%
year 5" grade band students.
More information will be sent home as the dates
approach.

Help! The music room needs some empty 5 gallon
buckets. Please drop off at the front office with
“Music” written on it. Thanks so much!

Congratulations band members!!

Aaron Harmon, Scott Berthel, Margaret Barch, and
Jeffrey Mazzotta earned their 1*' E

Ashley Fichera, Shannon O’Neil, Emma
Richelsoph, Noah D’Arcangelo, and Cameron
Collins earned their X

Kaitlin Drislane, Shannon O’Neil, and Hanna
Tingley earned their 1% C

Strings members

Danville 3, 4™, and 5" grade Strings and 4", and
5" Band are busily preparing for our Winter
Concert at the PAC on Wednesday, January
14™, 2009, at 7 pm!

All strings students arrive at 6:15 pm to tune.
Please encourage your son or daughter to spend
time every day practicing their concert pieces.
Performing for family and friends is so much fun
WHEN you know the music! We student musicians
look forward to sharing our music with you! Also,
performing our concert pieces over the holidays

for family and friends is another great way to
prepare for our concert.

See you the 14" of January!

Student Council News:

Our student council has been busy at work this
year. We had our first meeting on Oct. 27. Since
then the student council members have been quite
busy finding ways to help others.

The students organized a bake sale or benefit
the town of Danville’'s Santa Fund. This is a fund
that assists families all year long, but especially
around the holiday season. The bake sale earned a
little over $90 that will be presented to the town.

The student council also organized a food drive
in school after learning that our town food pantry
was very low on food. After talking with Mrs. Hart,
Mrs. Thorne and Mrs. Doreen Moore of the town
hall, a list of most needed items was generated.
The food drive lasted for one week and we filled the
back of a truck two layers deep with boxes of pasta,
pasta sauce, tuna, peanut butter, canned
vegetables and canned fruit. The staff collected
over $150 and with parent donations we were able
to give the town food pantry a check for $268. Mrs.
Moore was overwhelmed with the amount of food,
cash donations, and the hard work of our student
council.

The student council meets most Tuesdays from
11:00-11:45 (during their lunch and recess time).
They are currently working on ideas for ways to
raise funds for other important causes as well as
planning a spirit day for later this year.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Wood for the Student Council
Hannah Donnelly, Joy Steenson, Cameron Collins,



James King, Lindsey Cooper, Kyle Burns, Kaitlin
Drislane, Meghan Lee, Kaleigh McLaughlin, Liam
Arteaga, Victoria Swillum, Ashley Santoro and
Virginia Burrell

IMPORTANT DATES

KINDERGARTEN NO SCHOOL December 16™
Early Release Day December 16™ 1:10 PM

All school field trip to the PAC December 19"
Holiday Break NO SCHOOL December 24" through
January 4"

January 19" NO SCHOOL, Martin Luther King, Jr.
Day

January 2g™ Early Release 1:10 pm

NO PM KINDERGARTEN CLASSES

TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS

Allen, Amanda 334
Antonakos, Charlene 328
PHYS ED Ard, Patrick 338
ART, Rice 307
ASD ROOM 306
Blais, Dale 332
Bordis, Jennifer 326
Charmanski, Kathleen 320
Ciarla, David 333
COUNSELOR, Janelle 310
Cox, Kathleen 317
DeCost, Sally 325
DeSantis, Nicole 321
ENRICHMENT/Wood 305
Furman, Lisa 315
George, Kerry 319
Gingras, Maureen/ASD 306
HEALTH/TECH Quigley 316
KITCHEN 309
Lane, Priscilla 313
LIBRARY/Kisiel 340
Luker, Anne 313
Mezquita, Stephanie 323
MUSIC Cook 308
Newman, Laurie 324
NURSE Thorne 322
OFFICE 300
Osborne, Nicole 359
Pearson, Meghan 330
Perreault, Jennifer 331
PSYCHOLOGIST, McTague | 303
Richard, Donna 329
Robinson, Jennifer 327
Webster, Mary Beth 313




