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Principal’s Pen
Mrs. Hart

What a wonderful beginning of the year we have
had! We are off to a great start and | would like to
thank you for all you have done to prepare your
children for going back to school. From
kindergarten to fifth grade the children have shown
that they are ready to learn and give school their
best effort. We have welcomed several new
families to our community, as well as 56 new
kindergarten students. It was so nice to welcome
S0 many parents to our Meet and Greet Open
House. Our teachers were so excited to meet the
parents of the students in their classes. If you
have questions that arise please contact your
child’s teacher. We want to work with parents to
make the home and school connection a network of
support for every child.

| appreciate how everyone has adjusted to the new
school arrival and departure times. Our buses have
settled into their routes and the times are more
consistent. If you have bus questions, please call
Sandy Hodgkins, District Transportation Manager,
at 382-6119 ext 229. Please remember that car
drop-off times are from 8:25-8:40. We do not have
teachers available for supervising children until
8:25. We appreciate your cooperation.

Our classrooms are very busy. Each day children
(grades 1 through 5) spend 90 minutes on literacy
activities and another hour+ on mathematics. Our

school focus is on children’s learning and we strive
to make every moment count.

We will begin NECAP testing in October for grades
3 through 5. Please help your child to do their best
work by offering encouragement, making sure that
they are in school and on time, that they are well
rested, that students have had a good breakfast to
provide brain energy, and let them know that you
have high expectations for their best efforts! It is
not an easy task and we want our students to feel
at ease and ready for the challenge!

We have noticed that many of our children have
been bringing toys from home. We ask that
children do not bring toys or electronic devices to
school. Please check with your children that they
understand this guideline. | also invite you to refer
to our Parent/Student Handbook on-line at
www.danvilleschool.com. It is filled with important
information. If you would like a hard-copy please
contact the school and we will send you a copy.

| am very proud of our students, staff, teachers and
school. It is such important work that goes on here
each day. | welcome you to come and join your
child for lunch, just call the Mrs. Sargent at ext. 309
to make a reservation.

We also welcome you to volunteer. Our PTA and
Danville Dads do so much to enrich our school.
PTA meets on the first Wednesday of the month
and we invite you to join us! Please check out the
links to the Dads and the PTA on our website.

It was a great honor to be informed that we have
been recognized as a Blue Ribbon School as result
of the volunteer hours that are donated to Danville
Elementary. Last year we were one of 7 NH
schools that were recognized for more than 20




consecutive years of Blue Ribbon Awards. It is
wonderful to keep up that winning streak! Thank
you for all the time and energy that you have
dedicated to our school.

News from the Curriculum Corner
Nancy Barcelos
Assistant Principal/Curriculum Coordinator

Autumn in the school house is always exciting and
this academic year is no exception. Everyone is
eager to learn! It is time for students to settle into a
predictable school routine. Help your child to set up
routines at home that will enhance their learning.

Locate a quiet place to do homework

Read daily

Get plenty of rest

Exercise daily; outside play is especially fun
when weather permits

Provide healthy snacks and water

Talk to your child about their day

Tell your child something new you have
noticed about them.

Showing your child how to live healthy and happy
lives will make everyone happy, but especially your
child as they learn to be self sufficient and
responsible. It sometimes takes an entire childhood
to learn, but it is a lesson well worth the effort.

Students in grades 3-5 will be
participating in the New Hampshire Common
Assessment Program, or NECAP, during the month
of October. All grades will be tested in the areas of
reading and math. In addition, students in grade 5
will be tested in writing. The tests are designed to
measure your child’s progress in meeting the NH
Grade Level Expectations (GLE's). The GLE's
define the knowledge and skills a student should
have mastered by the end of each school year. It is
important your child takes this responsibility
seriously. This test is mandated under the No Child
Left Behind Federal Act. Please be sure your child
is present in school.

Bus Safety
We have the utmost concern for the safety of our
students and therefore bus safety rules must be
observed. The right of students to ride in the school
bus is conditional on their behavior and observance
of school rules pertaining to proper conduct. Please
be sure to review bus safety rules with your child.

Wait until the bus comes to a complete stop
before moving toward the bus

Remain seated while riding the bus
Use inside voices while riding the bus

Keep all body parts inside the bus and
away from windows

Rules are meant to keep people safe. Students will
receive discipline reports for unacceptable
behavior. Please remind your child of the
importance of always being safe; everyone will feel
better!

From the Front Line
Mrs. Landry & Mrs. Keehan

Please make every effort to notify us of
transportation changes in writing. An e-mail is an
acceptable method, phone calls are not secure.

Our e-mail addresses have changed! You may still
e-mail any staff member by clicking on their name
on our website, but our new e-mail addresses are
Firstname.Lastname@timberlane.net (ie:
Jane.Staff@timberlane.net).

If your child is going to be absent or tardy, please
call the attendance line before 9:00 A.M. at
382-5554 option 1.

Our office hours are: Mrs. Landry - 8:00-4:00, Mrs.
Keehan 9:00-4:30.



Reading Consultant
Claire Manes

REMINDER for KINDERGARTEN & GRADE 1
PARENTS:

Join me for an informational night about how

your child learns to read and write on October 7,
6:30-8PM in the school library. You will be surprised
of how much you can do at home to insure a
successful learning experience. See you then.

Selecting Texts:

Be sure to have a wide variety of materials
available, e.g. books, magazines, recipes for
children. When you read signs while in the car,
read labels at home or at the grocery store, or look
up a number in the a phone book, you are also
showing your child other instances where reading is
involved.

Your child may enjoy texts that:

*describe familiar experiences, e.g., first day at
school, trip to zoo

*describe familiar concepts, e.g. book on rabbits
*have elements of imagination, e.g. fairy tales
*use repetition to capture the rhythm of the
language, The 3 Billy Goats Gruff

*are traditional rhymes and songs.

(excerpt from First Steps)

Physical Education
Patrick Ard
Hello Everyone!

The first few weeks of school have been
excellent! The students are learning a lot about
soccer skills, throwing, catching, tossing and tag
games. Once the calendar flips to October, we will
be starting some of our Halloween games. Time
flies when you are having fun!

On a side note, chess club will be starting again
in the winter and | am looking for used chess sets.
If you think that you may have an old chess set that
is no longer being used, please feel free to drop it
on by.

The fall is a very exciting time to be part of a
Physical Education class! | hope your child is
having a great start to the school year! As always
feel free to contact me by email with any comments
or questions! | hope to meet more parents in the
near future!

Stay Active!

-Patrick Ard
pard@danvilleschool.com

Food Service
Mrs. Sargent, Manager
Welcome from the Danville Cafeteria.

Here we are starting another year and we have a
change to tell you about. We now have a peanut
free kitchen. We are no longer using peanut butter
for our sandwiches. We are using sun butter. This
is a product produced in a nut free facility and is
very similar to peanut butter. If you have any
guestions feel free to call or stop by and see us.

If you are planning on coming in to have lunch with
your child please call before to let us know, that
way we can plan how many lunches to prepare.
The cost is $3.00 and because we have no change
please bring the correct amount. We cannot take
the cost of your lunch out of a child’s account.

Don't forget to send in your child’s lunch money if
you do not deposit it directly into their account
through Mynutrikids.com. If you are receiving free
or reduced lunches, but choose to send in a cold
lunch and your child wants to get milk, please
remember to send in the $ .50 for the milk. The
program does not cover a free milk alone. The
program provides a full lunch or breakfast including
milk, not a milk to go with a cold lunch from home.

Prices for this year are:
Lunch $2.00
Milk .50
Breakfast $1.00

Thank You,
Barbara Sargent



Art
Mrs. Rice

Hello Parents, Friends, and Families of Danville
Elementary!

| have really been enjoying my new position
as an art teacher this year, and | have many
exciting and new projects planned! | will need a few
materials to complete the upcoming projects so |
need your help. If you could donate any number of
the following things | would greatly appreciate it:

Old Cookie Sheets

Baby Food Jars

Small scraps of smooth wood (not
splintered)

Foam Trays (meat trays from the
supermarket-well cleaned)

Cardboard squares-around 9"X12"-12"X18"

Wooden Spools (thread emptied)

Corks

Small toilet paper tubes

Q-Tips

Shaving Cream

1/12-2 foot heavy duty mailing tubes

You can drop any of these items off at the front
office labeled “Art room”, and | will pick it up there.
Thank you so much!

Music Notes

Ms. Soha

Welcome back! Joining me this semester in the
music room is Miss Reola. She is a student teacher
from the University of New Hampshire and has
been doing great things in the music classroom!

Band: Mark your calendars!
January 14" Holiday concert including both
4" and 5" grade students.
March 17" and 18" Rehearsal & Concert for all
5" grade band students.
April 8" Concert for all 4™ grade AND 1% year
5™ grade band students.
More information will be sent home as the dates
approach.

Safety News for October

We often practice emergency procedures with our
students. It is very important that our children and
staff know what to do in an emergency. Your
children will be practicing the following procedures.
Fire drills: We evacuate the building quietly and
efficiently. We have a meeting spot outside away
from the school. We have attendance procedures
to ensure that all students and staff are accounted
for. No one enjoys the flashing lights and siren but,
as | told the children, it is loud and irritating so
everyone will want to get far away from the sound
to be safe. There will be times that might not allow
people to exit from a certain door so that everyone
knows several safe exits.

Evacuation Drills: We practice evacuation to the
access road or to an off-site location with the
support of the police and fire departments. We
might need to leave our school area in certain
emergencies. We practice our procedures of
attendance, walking quickly and quietly to our
location. Once there we have assigned areas, take
attendance again and then return to school. We
have procedures in place to dismiss from our
remote location if that should ever be necessary.
Of course you would be notified if that was the
case.

Lockdown Drills: We practice taking cover within
our building if an emergency should arrive.
Students and teachers silently go to a spot where
they are out of sight and away from windows.

We are very lucky to work with very supportive fire
and police departments. They are frequent visitors
to our school. You will often see the firefighters
dropping by for lunch with the children. We want
our children to know these community helpers. Our
police and fire departments monitor our drills and
work with our safety and crisis teams. They are
consistently impressed with the reaction of our
students and staff when we practice. October is
Fire Prevention month and | wanted to let you know
about some of our safety procedures. Ask your
child about some of their experiences with our drills.



A Great Way
To Help Our Schooll

Dear Friends of Danville Elementary,

If you love books and music as much as | do, you
know about some of the amazing bargains that can
be found through the Amazon site. Amazon has
started a program for non-profit organizations, like
public schools, where anyone who purchases
anything from their site (books, music, computers,
clothing, ...) using a special link, a percentage of
the total purchase will go to the group.

The Danville Enrichment program benefits every
child at Danville and we are always looking for
creative ways to fund the purchase of books and
other materials for enrichment activities that will not
impact the family financially. The link below is a
special link only for Danville Enrichment. If you
bookmark this link or add it to your favorites, then
every time you use the link to shop at Amazon,
about 4% of the total purchase will be returned to
the enrichment program at Danville Elementary.

http://www.amazon.com/?tag=danvielemesch-20
This link leads you directly to Amazon.com and
connects a percentage your purchases to the
Danville Elementary Enrichment fund.

Thank you,
Cindy Wood, Enrichment
Cindy.Wood@timberlane.net

IMPORTANT DATES

October 2™ — Early Release Day — 1:10 dismissal
NO PM Kindergarten

October 8 ™ 2™ Grade Field Trip
October 13" - NO SCHOOL Columbus Day

Grade 3 — October 3,6, 7, 8

Grade 4 — October 10 (AM), 14 (AM), 15, 17

Grade 5 — October 10 (AM), 14 (AM), 15, 17, 20, 21
October 24 " Picture Retakes

October 25 ™ Ghoulish Gathering

October 29 PTA Fundraiser Delivery



