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Principal’s Pen 
Mrs. Hart 
 
It is another ‘HAPPY NEW YEAR’ and what an 
event it has been!  We are welcoming over 120 new 
students to Danville Elementary and about 300 
returning students.  Our year is off to a great 
beginning.  We have 3 sessions of ½ day 
kindergarten and 4 first grades filled with new faces 
and eager learners.  Having public kindergarten in 
our school is an historic and exciting new 
beginning.  Our veteran students have been quick 
to lend a hand to support our youngest learners.  It 
has been such a joy to see older students stop at 
our kindergartens to escort their “little bus buddy” to 
and from the big yellow buses.   
 
Bike-A-Thon was held last Saturday and we had 
over 100 riders!  We tried a new layout to ensure 
that the bikers were kept a far distance from cars.  
We had 3 tracks, one for kindergarten, one for 
grades 1 and 2, and a “cross country” track for 
grades 3, 4, and 5.  Our children peddled with a 
great spirit.  Thank you to Sonia Landry and our 
PTA who sponsored this event for the 24th year!  
The Danville Fire Department was here for support 
and we only needed to give out a few band-aids!   
 
Over the summer there were many changes to our 
school.  We have a new air handling unit in the 
1987 wing and students and teachers have found it 
far more comfortable.  We have new stairs coming 
into our kindergarten entrance.  The emergency/bus 
access road has been rebuilt and we have a new 
parking lot.  If you are coming to chaperone a field 
trip or to spend an extended time volunteering we 
ask you to please park in the back, by the cafeteria, 
to keep our front lot available for short term visitors.   

 
Our student’s safety and security are of utmost 
importance to all of us.  Please remember some 
key points: 

�  Please do not drop your child off until 8:15, 
as we can not provide adult supervision 
until that time. 

�  Everyone needs to sign in at the front 
entrance and have a badge when they are 
in our building. 

�  If your child is going to change 
transportation arrangements or adjust who 
they are riding with you must send in a 
note.  We are sticklers for safety.  

 
Congratulations to our Cross Country Team!  They 
have participated in their first meet and represented 
us well in performance and sportsmanship at East 
Kingston.  Mr. Ard, with his helpers Mrs. DeSantis 
and Miss Rousseau, spearheaded this effort to 
develop another way in which our students can 
shine!  We have a new Jazz Band thanks to Mrs. 
Cook (the former Miss Soha) and her husband.  
They will be performing at our winter concert-I can’t 
wait.  Our children have many talents and interests.  
I am so pleased that our staff is willing to go above 
and beyond to make these opportunities possible 
for our students.   
 
It was a pleasure to see so many of you at our 
‘Meet and Greet the Teachers’ evening.  As our 
school grows, it required us to have 2 separate 
times to allow for parking and building capacity.  
Remember that you are welcome participants in our 
school and we are anxious to work with you as we 
guide your children on their educational journey.  
Please feel free to contact me if I can be of 
assistance.  We are off to a wonderful year! 
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News from the Curriculum Corner  
Nancy Barcelos 
Assistant Principal/Curriculum Coordinator 

 
Welcome to the start of a new school year! This is 
an exciting time for schools as we embrace another 
year working together as a purposeful group. 
Children deserve the very best we can offer in 
education. We believe this starts with having our 
children in school from kindergarten and having 
access to quality experiences. Our future and theirs 
depend on giving them the best possible start. 
Thank you for sharing your children with us.  
 
We proudly report the students at Danville 
Elementary made adequate yearly progress (AYP) 
on the NH Common Assessment Program 
(NECAP) for the school year 2006-07.  This was 
possible due to the hard work of our students, 
parental support and committed teachers. The staff 
continually looks for ways to impact learning and 
will continue to do so.  
 
NECAP testing will take place October 1-19 this 
year for students in grade 3-5. Please make every 
effort to have your children present in school after 
eating a healthy breakfast each day. Your child 
must be on time for school as there are time 
windows for testing. As educators, we take this 
responsibility seriously and appreciate your support 
by sending a well fed and well rested child to 
school.  
 
Did you know….. 

·  Detectives in Mrs. Mezquita’s class found 
colored animals in the halls of Danville 
Elementary? 

·  Mathematicians in Mrs. Richard’s class 
have been exploring geometry? 

·  Biologists in Mrs. Furman’s class hatched 
monarch butterflies that have left Danville 
for a long flight to Mexico and California? 

·  Authors in Mrs. Quigley’s class have been 
composing stories about their families? 

·  Musicians in Mrs. Cook’s class are using 
guiros in her music classes? 

·  Chefs Sargent, O’Leary & Culligan have 
been slaving over the stove to prepare 
nutritious delicious entrees for all of us? 

·  Book Lovers in all classes are learning 
some wonderful new titles from Mrs. Dube?  

·  Informational Specialists in all grades are 
busy learning about the library from Mrs. 
Gregory and Mrs. Murphy? 

·  Computer “technicians” in Mrs. Braffitt’s, 
Mrs. Charmanski, Mrs. George and Mrs. 
Bordis’ class are learning how to navigate 
computers in the Waterford lab?  

·  Geologists in Mrs. Antonakos and Ms. 
Pelletier’s class have begun their study of 
rocks and erosion? 

·  Artists in Mrs. Garone’s class have made 
pinwheels for peace? 

·  Mrs. Osborne’s class made an American 
flag using colored paper chains? 

 
From the Front Line 
Mrs. Landry & Mrs. Keehan 
 
In an effort to keep our students’ day safe and 
uninterrupted, we ask your cooperation in following 
our procedures.   
 

�  All visitors must sign in at the main office 
and wear a visitor badge.  You also must 
sign out and return the badge before you 
leave.   

�  Chaperones must sign in and obtain a field 
trip badge. 

�  Classroom visits must be scheduled in 
advance with the teacher. 

�  Items for students (food, clothing, 
instruments, paperwork, etc.) must be 
labeled with the student’s name and left at 
the office to be dropped off by a staff 
member. 

�  Transportation changes must be in writing 
or e-mailed to Mrs. Keehan or Mrs. Landry. 

�  Car riders should be dropped off between 
8:15 AM and the start of school at 8:30 AM. 

�  Car rider line should not start until 15 
minutes before dismissal. 

�  Please call the attendance line (Option 1) if 
your child will be absent or tardy. 

 
Notes from the Nurse 
Mrs. Thorne, RN 
 
Welcome back to school all!  In an effort to keep 
everyone healthy and happy during the school year 
I have a few suggestions; a water bottle is essential 
to help students stay hydrated during all months of 
the school year –it’s warm now and in the spring 
and in winter, when the heat is on, it is stuffy and 
dry in the classrooms—water helps!  Please make 
sure that your children are wearing appropriate 
school shoes so that they can enjoy all of our new 
playground equipment. Students need jackets 
during the colder months, we will have outside 
recess every day that the temperature is above 20 
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degrees with no precipitation—fresh air is good for 
the body and the mind! A last suggestion would be 
that you put a small container of a Purell-like soap 
in your child’s lunch box to give them an opportunity 
to wash their hands before eating. As always, if you 
have any health questions or concerns, fell free to 
call me. Thank you all for your consideration of 
these suggestions. 
 
Physical Education 
 
Hello Everyone! 
       
     The first few weeks of school have been 
excellent!  The students are learning a lot about 
soccer skills, throwing, catching, tossing and tag 
games!  Once the calendar flips to October, we will 
be starting some of our Halloween games.  Time 
flies when you are having fun!   We will also be 
having our first "assessment" once our soccer unit 
is completed.  I will be explaining to the students 
that this is not to be viewed as a quiz or test, but 
more as a survey for me.  I want to find out if the 
key points of my lessons are being comprehended 
by the students.  The fall is a very exciting time to 
be part of a Physical Education class!  I hope your 
child is having a great start to the school year!  As 
always feel free to contact me by email with any 
comments or questions!  I hope to meet more 
parents in the near future!   
 
Stay Active! 
 
-Patrick Ard 
pard@danvilleschool.com 
 
LIBRARIAN’S LETTER  
Dale Gregory 
 
It has been a busy start to a new school year in the 
library!  All students have had their library 
orientation and are steadily checking out many new 
books that came in over the summer months.  The 
1st graders have completed their introduction to the 
library class and have received their very first 
Danville School library cards while the kindergarten 
classes will start visiting the library next week.   
 
1st graders may take out one book at a time while 
2nd – 5th graders can check out 2 books at a time.  
All books are borrowed for one week and may be 
renewed as long there is not another request for the 
book.  In the event that a book is lost or damaged, 
the student is responsible for the replacement cost 
of the book.  We like to remind everyone to have a 
special place at home for all library books or 
materials. 

 
As this is the first year of kindergarten here in 
Danville, I wanted to inform parents of the library’s 
participation in the kindergarten program.  The 
kindergarten classes will visit the library every other 
Wednesday for a story time and to learn beginning 
library skills such as proper book care.  The library 
will also supplement the books in the classroom 
with a bin of special library books.  Gradually, as 
students learn the proper treatment of books and 
how to choose the right book for themselves, they 
will be checking books out and taking them home.  
This can take time for our youngest students but I 
would anticipate that by February parents can look 
for library books in their children’s bags. 
 
I also had the pleasure of sharing the Constitution 
with our students on Monday, September 17th.  My 
very patriotic costume got everyone’s attention as 
the children heard We the Kids  by David Catrow, 
and talked about rules and the need for rules in 
school and to run a country.  Second and third 
grade students also enjoyed the Schoolhouse 
Rock’s version of The Preamble  while 4th and 5th 
graders had distance learning opportunities about 
the Constitution. 
 
We are looking forward to sharing the beautiful 
library that we have here at Danville School with all 
of your children and would like to encourage 
everyone to read with your child daily. 
  
Happy Reading! 
 
Food Service 
Mrs. Sargent, Manager 
 
Welcome to Danville Elementary’s Café Services 
lunch program.  It has been good to see all the new 
faces along with our old friends.  We have made a 
lot of changes this year and I would like to bring 
some of them to your attention. 
 
We are still serving breakfast and the daily choices 
are muffins, bagels, yogurt parfait and cereal.  
There will also be one hot item each day such as 
Egg and Cheese on an English Muffin, Cinnamon 
Roll, French Toast Sticks or Pancakes.  Breakfast 
comes with fruit/or juice and milk. 
 
We now have several choices for your children to 
make at lunchtime.  It will help them, and us too, if 
you go over the menu with them each day so they 
are prepared to make their choice.  That will make 
the lines go faster and give the children more time 
to enjoy their lunch.  The choices each day will be a 
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hot entrée, two sandwich choices, two salad 
choices, or a yogurt parfait.  Lunch includes milk. 
 
The prices are:   Lunch    $ 1.75 
                           Reduced Lunch $   .40 
                           Breakfast  $ 1.00 
                           Reduced  Breakfast  $ .3 0 
                           Milk          $ .40 
Meal Assistance Program is federally funded and 
provides a lunch at a free or reduced cost to you.  
This is a lunch program not a milk program.  If you 
choose to send a lunch from home you must either 
pay for a milk or send a drink with your child’s 
lunch. 
 
Checks  can be made out to TRSD Lunch 
Program  or you can go on line with Nutrikids to set 
up your account and pay on line.   
 
Don’t forget that we will no longer be accepting 
cash as of October 1, 2007.  
 
If you have any questions please call. 
 
Music Note 
Mrs. Cook 
Welcome back!  You may notice the new name!  I 
got married over the summer, so my name has 
been changed from Miss Soha to Mrs. Cook. 
 
Band:  Mark your calendars! 
�  December 5th   Holiday concert including both 

4th and 5th grade students.   
�  March 18th rehearsal and 19th Concert for all 

5th grade band students. 
�  April 1st rehearsal and 9th Concert for all 4th 

grade AND 1st year 5th grade band students. 
More information will be sent home as the dates 
approach. 
 
Donations 
If you have any of the following materials that you 
would be willing to donate, I would greatly 
appreciate it! Thank you!! 
 

·  Empty Glass bottles with small opening (think 
root beer, not Sobe) 

·  Rice, popcorn kernels, or dried beans 
·  Empty 35mm film canisters 

 
 
HELPFUL HINTS 
 
Our web-site is chockfull of helpful information.  
Visit us at www.danvilleschool.com 
 

OCTOBER DATES TO REMEMBER 
3rd PTA Meeting 7:00 PM 
8th No school Columbus Day 
10th 2nd Grade Field Trip – Walking Tour of Danville 
10th Grades K & 1 Parent Reading Meeting 7:00 PM 
10th Little Caesar Fundraiser Pick-up 
16th Danville Dads Meeting 8:00 PM 
17th early release 1:00/NO PM KINDERGARTEN 
19th Picture Retakes 
27th Ghoulish Gathering 
 
NECAP TESTING OCTOBER 1-19 
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