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Principal’s Pen 
Mrs. Hart 
 
It is hard to believe that our year is almost 
complete.  It seems a very short time ago when we 
had the countdown to the opening of school and 
celebrated our “Happy New Year”!  What an 
exciting and rewarding year it has been.  I have 
watched with wonder and admiration at the growth 
in our students.  Our fifth graders are preparing for 
the next step in their educational journey-Middle 
School.  They have met with past students via 
distance learning, they have talked with guidance 
counselors from the TRMS and today Mr. Hogan, 
the principal, came to visit our fifth graders.  They 
are well prepared and ready for this important 
transition to TRMS.  We will miss them and their 
families.  We wish you the very best! 
 
We are already working overtime to prepare for our 
next year’s students!  We will be welcoming new 
first graders and for the first time kindergarten 
students.   We will be having a kindergarten parent 
informational evening on June 6th, from 6:30-7:30.  
If you have a kindergarten child please join us!   
 
As I reflect on my first year as principal of Danville 
Elementary, many things come to mind.  My 
thoughts include; new beginnings, children growing 
in mind and spirit, incredibly talented and hard 
working teachers and staff, a new playground,  
students meeting new challenges through, studying, 
the arts, inventions and Destination Imagination, 
and having the opportunity to serve in such an 
incredible community.  Thank you for sharing your 
very special children with us and supporting our 
school.  It has been a great year! 
 
 

News from the Curriculum Corner  
Nancy Barcelos 
Assistant Principal/Curriculum Coordinator 
 
Grade 4 students participated in a pilot test of New 
Hampshire’s new state science assessment May 15 
& 16th. The NECAP-Science test was designed to 
measure New Hampshire’s new science Grade 
Span Expectations, or GSEs. The GSEs define the 
knowledge and skills a student should have 
mastered by the end of the following five grade 
spans: K-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8, and 9-11.  The purpose of 
the pilot test is to ensure that test items accurately 
measure the skills of all participating students.  No 
student, school, district or state level scores 
will result from the pilot test.  
 
The New England Common Assessment Program 
will be one of the important tools available to 
parents and educators to determine if our school is 
helping students meet standards and grade span 
expectations. The design of the science test was far 
different than the NECAP test given to students in 
the fall. In every assessment, scores are only as 
good as the effort a student puts into the test. We 
feel our students put forth their best effort.  
 
Students in grades 3, 4 & 5 will be taking the state 
assessment test in October. Please do not 
schedule vacations during school hours. When a 
child is well rested, nourished, and present they are 
given an advantage over their learning. Do not 
enable your child to be learning disadvantaged.  
 
The school year is drawing to a close. Classrooms 
are having a variety of closure activities to celebrate 
learning in positive ways. This is the time of year 
when students recognize their accomplishments 
and learn to be proud of such. Please take 
advantage of this opportunity to help your child 
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reflect on their academic growth. Tell them of the 
progress you have noticed in them. Help your child 
set goals for next year’s work. Celebrate and enjoy 
your children!  
 
The weather is getting warmer-finally! Please refer 
to the student handbook for the dress code. Shoes 
without backs are not safe when playing on the 
playground. Skirts and shorts must be nearly knee 
length. Shirts with spaghetti straps or showing 
midriff are not appropriate for school. Students 
wearing clothing that are not appropriate for school 
will be asked to call home for other clothing.  
 
Classroom News 
Throughout the year, Mrs. George’s class learned 
many songs connected to the curriculum.  Singing 
is an engaging way to learn, builds a sense of 
community in the classroom, and aides in memory 
retention!  We learned songs about sentences, 
math facts, number words, color words, verbs, 
plural forms, and other skills and concepts.  We 
invited a group of senior citizens from a nearby 
assisted living community to a presentation of the 
songs in our classroom, and later performed for our 
parents and relatives in the gym.  Our Celebration 
in Song was a wonderful experience for all! 
 
From the Front Line 
Mrs. Landry & Mrs. Keehan 
 
Our last day of school is Friday, June 15th.  
Students will be released at 12:00 PM.  Tuesday, 
June 12th IS NOT an early release day. 
 
Please be prepared to send in transportation and 
childcare notes on the first day of school for 2007-
2008.  We do not save notes or assume everything 
is the same year-to-year. 
 
Librarian’s Letter 
Dale Gregory 
 
As the library prepares to close for the summer, we 
still have many overdue books that need to be 
returned as soon as possible.  All books loaned to 
students must be returned to the library by June 
1st.  Please remind your child of this as the date 
approaches, regardless of whether or not they are 
overdue.  Teachers will contact the library if 
students still need a book for educational purposes. 
If you have been searching for that lost book, here 
are a few librarians’ favorite places to look that you 
may not have thought of. 
 

1. Under the seats of the car.  They often slide 
when coming to a stop. 

2. Under the bed.  You never know what’s 
hiding there! 

3. Put away on shelves with books at home. 
4. Check any of your child’s backpacks or 

book bags, especially one that hasn’t been 
used in a while. 

5. Search your child’s desk at home and have 
your child search their desk at school.  This 
is great time to clean as well! 

 
Please let us know if the book is lost so that 
arrangements can be made. 
 
Danville’s book group held their discussion on 
Friday, May 4th to talk about Jackie’s Wild Seattle 
by Will Hobbs.  This outdoor animal adventure story 
appealed to the students for its environmental 
message.  We also discussed their own memories 
and feelings about the 9/11 tragedy, as the central 
characters in the book witnessed this event and are 
trying to move past it. 
Although the students were young at the time, they 
do have memories and personal insights of that 
day.  Moving on, the book group is now reading 
Riding Freedom by Pam Munoz Ryan.  We will be 
meeting on June 8th to discuss this historical fiction 
novel about an orphan girl who runs away and 
disguises herself as a boy.  She goes on to be one 
of the most legendary stagecoach drivers and lives 
her entire life as a man. 
 
On a personal note, I would like to thank all of the 
Danville staff, volunteers, parents, and students for 
helping me to adjust mid-year to my position.  I 
have been greatly impressed by the welcoming 
support of the entire community.  Danville is very 
lucky to have a school and community of such high 
caliber.  I would especially like to thank my 
assistant Gail Murphy for her hard work and 
dedication.  Her years of experience with the 
Danville School have made my transition to the 
school much easier.  Thank you again Gail! 
 
Happy Reading! 
 
Reading Consultant   
Claire Manes 
 
Summer is a really great time to pick up a new book 
and read!  Try these ideas: 
 *Go somewhere new . –The place where 
you read a book can make the story even more 
meaningful. 
 *Read “around the house.”— See what 
you can find around the house to read like 
newspapers, magazines, cereal boxes, toothpaste 
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labels, etc.  Words are everywhere---you just have 
to look! 
 *Take a trip through a book.— Read about 
the places you are planning to visit this summer.  
You’ll know about what you’re going to see before 
the rest of the family even packs their bags! 
 *Read books from A-Z .—Don’t know 
where to start for summer reading?  Start with an 
author with the last name beginning with A and see 
how close to Z you can get by the end of the 
summer! 
 *Keep a reading journal .—Write about the 
books that you read in a reading journal.  You’ll 
never forget what the best part was and you can 
even make book recommendations to your friends! 
 *Read aloud with adults .—Adults need to 
read just as much as kids do.  Read to or with your 
parents. Don’t forget to improvise different voices of 
wear a silly hat to make the story more fun! 
 *Start a book club .—Neighborhood kids 
love to do things in groups.  Start a book club with 
your friends. Just agree to read the same book, and 
then set some time to talk about the readings! 
 *Find a fun series .—Find a series of books 
by an author who you enjoy.  By the end of the 
summer, you’ll find you know the characters almost 
as well as you know your friends from school. 
 (Excerpt from Reading is Fundamenta0 
 Enjoy your summer! 
 Claire Manes-Reading Consultant 
 
Physical Education 
Patrick Ard 
 
Dear Parents, 
 With the end of school right around the 
bend, we are trying to finish up a few units and 
squeeze in a couple more.  We recently finished a 
kickball unit and are in the middle of a bat and ball 
unit.  Students are taught base running as well as 
throwing and catching skills on the first week, then 
we move into hitting skills and games.  So far this 
has been one of the most well received units of the 
year by the students.  I am hoping to add in a 
Frisbee golf unit, which will culminate our year.    
 
 Also we will be having our annual field day 
on Monday June 11th and Wednesday June 13th.  
The fifth grade will be during the afternoon on the 
11th, the third and fourth grades will be in the 
morning of the 13th and the first and second grades 
will be in the afternoon of the 13th.  If you are 
interested in helping, you are more than welcome to 
contact me.       
 
 Thank you all again for helping your 
children to remember to wear sneakers on days 

that they have P.E.   This helps to protect our 
beautiful gym floor and greatly reduces the amount 
of sprained ankles in class.   
      
      I hope all is well and if you need to get in touch 
with me my email is pard@danvilleschool.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
Patrick Ard 
 
Food Service  
Mrs. Sargent, Manager 
 
We have now come to the end of the year and it is 
time that all accounts should be paid in full.  If you 
have a question on your child’s account please call 
or drop me a note.  I hope that everyone has a 
great summer and we will see you in the fall.   
Barbara Sargent, Manager 
 
Music Notes 
Ms. Soha 
 
Parents of current 2 nd, 3rd or 4 th Grade students:  
  
If your child wants to play a band or string 
instrument next year…they must sign up NOW!  
Come to the Timberlane Performing Arts Center 
Mon. June 18 at 5pm or Tues. June 19 at 9am or 
5pm to sign your child up for band or strings. There 
will be NO fall sign ups.  
  
Band instruments are open to current 3rd & 4th 
graders.  
String instruments are open to current 2nd, 3rd and 
4th graders.  
  
Experienced instrumentalists will be available to 
help you and your child with his/her decision and 
allow him/her to actually try the instruments out!  
Instruments offered are: Violin, Viola, Cello, Flute, 
Clarinet, Oboe, Saxophone, Trumpet, French Horn, 
Trombone and Percussion. (Sorry, no piano or 
guitar.)   
  
Once the children choose their instrument, they are 
given the opportunity to rent an instrument (if they 
do not have their own). They should attend the 3 
beginning lessons on June 20, 21 and 22.  The 
lessons are offered at a reduced rate and are held 
in the morning and/or evening to accommodate 
working parents.   
  
More information will be coming home in Danville 
Delivery. Questions? 
Band: Kim Soha   ksoha@danvilleschool.com  
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Strings: Marge Nelson   harry_rr_nelson@msn.com 
  
Current Band Members:  If your child was in band 
during 4th grade, s/he is automatically signed up for 
band next year.  No sign-ups are necessary if your 
child was in band this year. 
  
Band Practice:  Band members have been 
learning to use a new computer program that listens 
to them play their instrument and gives them 
feedback.  It really helps them practice.  If you are 
interested in purchasing this software (it 
would be GREAT for summer practice!) it is very 
reasonably priced.  The Standard of Excellence 
Enhanced iPas Software ($4) is available from 
many locations including Music and Arts Center 
where many rent their instruments.  (1-888-731-
5396).  You may also wish to purchase the Kjos 
Enhancer Microphone ($8).  The program requires 
a microphone connected to a computer to work.  
Happy Practicing!   
  
Congratulations band members!!  
Kyle Brown, Daniel Main, Frances Skinner, and 
Mikayla Phillips earned their 1st E 
Nick Pelechowicz and Alyssa Eaton earned their X 
Tiffany Twomey and Holly DeRusha earned their 1st 
C 
Danny Scalzo, Daniel Main, and Kara Roberts 
earned their 2nd E 
Annie Steenson, Danny Scalzo, Daniel Main earned 
their 1st L and EXCEL award 
Kelly Crotts earned her 2nd L 
Olivia Stafford earned her 3rd E 
Danielle Gajewski and Amanda Kenerson earned 
their N 
Eliza Sanchez earned her 1st C and 2nd E in the 
blue book 
 
DESTINATION IMAGINATION  

 
On March 10th, we had two teams compete 

at the Destination Imagination Regional meet. Both 
of our teams did a wonderful job. We would like to 
say “Thank you” to all of our team managers and 
the students. It was a wonderful day and we 
enjoyed seeing their solutions to their problems. 

 The Rising Stars Team solved the 
problem, Make It New, It’s Up to You! The students, 
Cameron Collins, Aaron Cullen, Isabelle Richard, 
Trevor Guilmette and James Russell, had to learn 
about a landmark and make a play to share at least 
three of the facts they learned. During their play the 
landmark had to change some way. They presented 
their solution to the judges and received comments 
from each of the judges. Great Job Rising Stars! 

Our Destination Imagination Team includes 
the following students, Kyle Brown, Frances 
Skinner, Tyler Guilmette, and Ben Chretien. These 
students worked together to develop a solution to 
the problem, Direct Flight. The problem required 
them to make airplanes and devise a plan to 
elevate and release their airplanes. The device they 
built needed to be mobile so it could travel to 
various locations. The judges gave them points for 
creativity, teamwork, landing planes in the 
designated areas and for their design.  The team 
did a wonderful job and came in first for the Direct 
Flight Elementary Division. The team competed 
again at the state meet on Saturday, March 31st at 
Timberlane Regional High School. They came in 
second and headed off to the global meet in 
Tennessee the week of May 21st. We are very 
proud of them.  
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