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Principal’s Pen   
Mrs. Hart 
 
What an exciting and busy time of year for the 
Danville School Community.  Our incredible PTA is 
working overtime to raise the funds to make a new 
playground a reality for our school.  They have 
been collecting fabulous items and services for the 
dinner and auction to be held on February 10th at 
the Granite Rose.  Please see the PTA website, 
www.danvillepta.com, for further information about 
this exciting event.  On February 9th, from 7:00 to 
8:30 there will be hypnotist performance at the PAC 
to amaze the audience.  The PTA is sponsoring this 
family event.  January 24th, at 7 pm., we will be 
hosting “An Evening with Timberlane” to share 
information about the School District and the Town 
of Danville.  This is also a PTA sponsored evening.  
We very much appreciate the dedicated folks of the 
PTA and Danville Dads who donate so many hours 
to support our schools.  Please join the PTA and 
come to our next meeting on February 7th at 7 pm.  
We love newcomers! 
 
We will be having our 2nd annual Father-Daughter 
Dance on Friday, February 2nd from 6:30-8:30.  It is 
a delightful evening.  Their dad or another 
significant adult gentleman may escort our young 
ladies to the dance.  There have been inquiries if 
out of town friends or past students may attend this 
event.  We are restricting this to current Danville 
girls to make this a special evening for our students.  
Gentleman put on your dancing shoes and bring 
your special Danville Elementary girl to the dance!   
 

We are already planning to welcome our new first 
graders in the spring.  We will be having an 
information session for parents in mid-March.  
Letters will be going out to area kindergartens to 
gather lists of children expected to attend Danville 
next year.  If you know of a family that has a child 
who will be of age to come to first grade next year 
that does not attend a local kindergarten please ask 
them to contact us.   
 
It is hard to believe that we have been in school for 
six months!  The time has flown by.  The children 
have grown in many ways.  I am very proud of our 
students.  They are working hard in their classes 
and meeting many learning objectives.  It is a 
pleasure to hear from places where our students 
have visited on field trips that they are well behaved 
and respectful.  I want to commend our families, 
staff and students on representing our school so 
well.   
 
Please remember the Deliberative Session will be 
on February 8th at 7 pm at the PAC.   
 
News from the Curriculum Corner  
Nancy Barcelos 
Assistant Principal/Curriculum 
Coordinator 
 

Spotlight on the Classrooms 
 
Mr Ciarla’s third grade students have been busy 
practicing procedure writing. Procedural writing 
informs the reader of a sequential order for doing 
things. It can be implemented in all areas of the 
curriculum. This class practiced by telling how to 
build a teepee based on their visit from staff at 
Native American Perspectives. Experiencing this 
activity gave the children first hand knowledge of 
the importance of following directions that were 
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given to them. Together with their teacher, they are 
learning how to craft the task into a procedure 
anyone can follow.  
 
Mrs. George’s class has been busy practicing their 
focused piece of writing by retelling (or recounting) 
a past experience. Retelling holiday and vacation 
news seemed to be a natural springboard for 
introducing the skill of recount writing. Children are 
asked to be mindful of their personal interpretation 
of events by answering who, what, when, where, 
why and how. Learning to organize information is 
also part of this process. Recounts can be personal, 
factual or imaginative. Our first graders are having 
fun sharing their recounts with their classmates. 
 
Mrs. Osborne’s fifth graders write often and well! 
Their focus writing piece is learning to write 
narratives. Narratives are meant to engage readers 
in imaginative stories. Narratives can be based on 
facts and can be written in many different forms 
each having distinctive characteristics. They have 
been practicing writing leads that will catch the 
reader’s attention and keep them engaged. Ask 
them to share their best lead! Tell them what you 
like about it! 
 
Mrs. Mezquita’s class is working on conferring as a 
strategy to develop their pieces of writing. Students 
read their pieces to the audience and they in turn 
ask questions, get clarification, and confirm what 
they hear in the story. The author listens to 
comments, gathers ideas and revises to improve 
their writing piece. Positive comments about 
children’s efforts help them focus on improving their 
message.   
 
Mrs. Newmans’ class took advantage of the recent 
long weekend when almost everyone lost power 
due to the ice storm! They used their weekend 
news to retell some of the excitement. Their peer 
conferencing occurred naturally as they worked at 
their tables sharing ideas. They were able to offer 
suggestions and ask questions based on first hand 
experiences. The cold weather has added some 
spark to their writing as they share stories of sliding 
on the ice and playing outside in the cold air, finally!   
 
Writers write for many purposes. Children have 
opportunities during their elementary years to 
practice many forms of writing. They are provided 
structure and guidance as they navigate through 
forms of writing. Their control of punctuation, 
spelling and structure will vary according to the 
complexity of the writing task and the child’s 
development within the process. Celebrate with 

your children their victories as you observe their 
growth with writing development.  
 
All teachers use a balanced approach to literacy by 
offering a wide variety of reading experiences. Ms. 
Pouliot’s class is learning how authors use 
illustrations to provide detail and story sense. Mrs. 
Gregory, our media generalist, assisted Ms. Pouliot 
and her students in looking at types of illustrations 
authors use to tell their story. The variety of 
mediums provides effects that help children to 
predict, ask questions and understand word 
meanings and relationships. The recent books 
selected for building this skill are the books being 
considered for this year’s Caldecott Award. Ask you 
child how a book is chosen for the award! 
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From the Front Line     
Mrs. Landry & Mrs. Keehan 
 
Many of you have been in since the holiday break 
and noticed the changes in our office set-up.  We 
ask that all visitors report to the main office (on the 
left) to sign in and out, and wear a visitor pass while 
in the building. Students who are arriving late or 
leaving early also need to be checked through the 
office. 
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A service window will be installed in the hallway at 
the main entrance in the near future, as well as 
security locks on the second set of doors.  Visitors 
will be required to sign-in at the window, get their 
visitor pass, and then will be buzzed through the 
doors into the building. This is part of a district-wide 
plan to increase security in our buildings.  
 
Please be aware that school IS in session on 
Monday, February 19th.  The district observes 
President’s Day on Monday, February 26th and all 
district buildings will be closed on that day. 
 

Notes from the Nurse     
Mrs. Thorne, RN 
 
Welcome to winter! Please remember that there is 
outside recess every day that the temperature 
reaches 20 degrees without precipitation.  Please 
dress your children accordingly.  Occasionally, 
when it is icy, we still go outside but limit activity to 
walking around the bus circle on the side of the 
building. If the snow is soft enough the children are 
allowed to play in it providing they have snow pants, 
boots, hats and mittens. We do not have any 
clothing to share.  
 
Please remember that colds and the flu are spread 
by germs, on hands and sneezing or coughing into 
the air, not by being in the cold air.  The staff at 
Danville is working very diligently to promote 
frequent hand washing and I commend the parents 
who are sending in non-soap alternatives so their 
children can wash before lunch--a little Purell in the 
lunchbox will go a long way to dissipate germs 
before eating.  Also, water bottles are 
recommended to help the children stay hydrated 
and alert in the classroom as well as to keep throats 
from feeling scratchy while the heat is pumping. 
 
Have a safe and healthy winter season. 
 
Reading Consultant   
Claire Manes 
 
Enjoy a Non Fiction Book Walk  
Nonfiction may be a genre that your child does not 
select on his/her own. 
So the next time you’re at the library, walk over to 
the children’s nonfiction area. Pull a few books on 
topics you know your child enjoys and take a 
walk…a book walk, that is.  
 

During a book walk, you and your child talk about 
what you’re viewing, NOT reading.  You’ll be 
surprised at the amount of words you and your child 
will be using that will appear in print when you do 
start reading.  This is a wonderful strategy for a 
young reader. 
 
Because the nonfiction format is very different from 
fiction, you may want to introduce or review some 
important features. 
Some to talk about as you ‘walk’ through the pages: 

*ALWAYS start by asking your child what 
he/she already knows about the topic 
*Front Cover (but, of course, you would do 
this with fiction, also) 

 *Table of Contents 
 *Pictures, maps, graphs, etc.  
 *Captions under pictures (or other graphics) 
 *Headings 
 *Bold print words 
 *Index  
Your child will now have a good idea about the 
words and concepts found in this book and will be a 
lot more interested in participating in the reading. 
Good Luck! 
 

Physical Education  
Patrick Ard 
 
Dear Parents, 
     Since we have returned to school, the weather 
has been up and down.  As the wearing of boots 
becomes more necessary, I am asking that you 
please help your child remember to bring sneakers 
to school on days when he/she has Physical 
Education.  It is my hope that we can preserve our 
fine gymnasium floor and avoid tracking in salt and 
sand.  It is also very important that students wear 
sneakers to P.E. for their own safety.  Boots, heals 
or other inappropriate footwear can lead to injuries 
during class. I will be asking students who do not 
wear sneakers to participate by walking around the 
outside boundaries of the gym floor. This way, 
students will at least perform some physical activity 
during class. 
     In class we have just finished our basketball unit 
and are going to be starting a gymnastics unit very 
soon! 
 
     I hope all is well. If you need to get in touch with 
me my email is pard@danvilleschool.com. 
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Librarian’s Letter       
Dale Gregory 
 
Each class has visited the library this week to learn 
about the Caldecott Medal, awarded by the 
American Library Association annually for the most 
outstanding illustrations in a children’s book.  The 
children learned a bit about Randolph Caldecott, 
whom the medal is named after, and looked at one 
of his illustrations.  They also got a chance to look 
at the illustrations in past Caldecott Medal Honor 
Books and choose their favorite from possible 
winners for this year.  The students enjoyed 
comparing the different types of artwork and 
discussing how the artists may have created the 
illustrations. 
 
The students in grades 1-2 will have a special day 
to celebrate when they return form February 
vacation.  On Tuesday, March 6th they will honor Dr. 
Seuss’ birthday with a Green Eggs and Ham 
breakfast from 9-9:30 in the cafeteria.  The children 
will visit the library in advance and make hats to be 
worn at the breakfast and a special guest will visit to 
entertain the children. 
This is a great opportunity for the children to 
celebrate a love of books and reading. 
 
Happy Reading! 
 

Music Note   
Ms. Soha 
 
Band:  Great job in the concert!  You were 
fantastic! 
 
Mark your calendars! 

�  March 20th and 27th Concert for all 5th grade 
band students. 

�  April 4th and 11th Concert for all 4th grade 
AND 1st year 5th grade band students. 

More information will be sent home as the dates 
approach. 

 
Congratulations band members!!  
Carter Rowe, Nicolas Terremagra, Nick 
Pelechowicz, and Janelle Colon earned their first E 
Anthony Amorelli earned his X 
Annie Steenson and Kara Roberts earned  

their 1st C 
Olivia Stafford earned her 2nd E 
Shawn Grenier earned his 3rd E 
 
Keep up the great work! 
 
Donations 
If you have any of the following materials that you 
would be willing to donate, I would greatly 
appreciate it! Please drop off at the front office with 
MUSIC written on it.  

�  Aluminum Foil 
�  Dried pasta (small, like elbow macaroni), rice, 

dried beans or popcorn kernels 
 

Food Service     
Mrs. Sargent, Manager 

 
I have found that many of you are 
not aware that we bake our bread fresh along with 
our desserts daily.  We are therefore able to have 
complete control of the ingredients going into them.  
We do not use any of the preservatives you find in 
store bought baked goods.  
    
The holidays are behind us now and it is time to 
make sure all our lunch accounts are paid in full.  If 
circumstances change, and you are in need of help 
please contact us.  There are forms to fill out for 
free or reduced price lunches.  You can have a 
copy of your child’s account balance by calling or 
sending a note to me.  I send home letters 
regarding money due each week in the Danville 
Delivery except when there is a short week.  Once 
an account is more then two weeks behind, we can 
no longer give a full hot lunch. A peanut butter 
sandwich and a carton of mike will be provided until 
the account has been brought up to date.  
 
Thank you for letting us serve your children. 

 

 
IMPORTANT DATES  
Feb. 8th EARLY RELEASE DAY 1:00 
Feb. 8th District Deliberative Session  
Feb. 26-March 2nd Winter vacation 
March 7th EARLY RELEASE DAY 1:00 
March 13th NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS  
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY 
March 13th – Time to Vote! 


