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Principal’s Pen
Mrs. Hart

It is a very busy time of year at Danville Elementary
School. We have many exciting activities going on
inside and outside of the classrooms. We are going
on a school wide field trip to enjoy the Holiday
Show by the talented TRHS students. We
celebrated our dynamic young musicians at our
own Winter Concert. Our teachers are using the
early release to get an in-depth look at the new
science materials and how to present the new
concepts effectively to students. Our school looks
particularly festive with the classroom doors
decorated by students and staff. The PTA
sponsored the Holiday Store and we had a
tremendous turn out! The shoppers were happy
with their ‘secretive’ purchases and parents enjoyed
the book fair. Despite all the holiday excitement,
there is still serious work going on in the
classrooms. Everyday the students spend 90
minutes on language arts and 60 minutes on math.
The rest of the time is filled with science and social
studies along with specials (art, music, phys. ed.,
health and technology).

Winter also brings weather challenges. Along with
television announcements and website postings, we
are notifying parents of school cancellations, early
releases, and delays with AlertNow. The calls go to
home, cell and work numbers. The call system will
begin at 5:30 am, if a decision has been made at
that point. Please make sure that you inform the
school if you have any change to your phone
numbers.

Please note that the school calendar has been
changed for January 2008. The PD date of January

22" has been canceled and moved to January 8"
as a result of the NH Primary voting. The early
release on January 10™ has been canceled.

| want to wish everyone a wonderful Holiday
Season. lItis a magical time of year. | hope that
you will find a time to watch the wonder unfold in a
child’s eyes and spirit. Merry Christmas, Happy
Hanukah, and Joyous Kwanza. May the New Year
bring joy and newfound opportunity.

News from the Curriculum Corner
Nancy Barcelos
Assistant Principal/Curriculum Coordinator

Spotlight on the classrooms

Mrs. Perreault and Mr. Ciarla’s class visited Virginia
via distance learning. They learned about a group
of Eastern Native Americans called Pallentons who
spoke Algonquin. They learned how they made
dugout canoes by using fire and oyster shells. Did
you know Pocahontas was a member of this tribe?

5" grade colonists’ served lunch to parents and
school guests in The Keeping Room, The King'’s
Café and in Ye Old Trencher, as an extension of
their study of United States History. The students
did a superb job assuming their role as a member
of one of the thirteen colonies.

Mr. Ard continues to uphold the schools’
commitment to health by organizing a track team.
Our PTA supported the team by purchasing T shirts
for members to wear during track meets, proudly
identifying them as Danville students.

Mrs. Rice (formerly Ms. Abraham) and Mrs. Blais’
students have studied the life cycle of plants and




animals. They had fun learning about fruit flies while
they housed them in their classrooms!

Mrs. Newman'’s students worked with class partners
while researching the continents. They are experts
on knowing the oceans that surround their continent
of study and designed replicas of the continent by
using their artistic abilities.

Mrs. DeSantis’ class captured the moment of sports
history by creating a World Series verb word wall.
They are including these action words in their daily
writing.

Mrs. DeCost’s students are making healthy food
choices during the holidays to enhance their study
of nutrition. This is a testament to their commitment
at a time when food choices are plentiful.

Second graders in Mrs. Racz’s class have created
dioramas of their favorite books. They are learning
how to choose parts of their book that show
significant scenes from their books.

Curriculum Corner

Many of you have probably already noticed that,
attached your child’'s monthly Everyday Math
Family Letter is a blank copy of a Self-Assessment
rubric. ~ This rubric is part of a balanced
assessment plan implemented by each classroom
teacher as (s)he monitors student progress in the
area of mathematics.

Self Assessments allow children to reflect on their
strengths and weaknesses and engage them in
evaluating their competency with the concepts and
skills addressed in each math unit. They also allow
teachers to gain insights into how children perceive
their progress and how to plan for future
programming.

For each skill or concept covered in an EDM unit,
children check a box to indicate one of the
following:

| can do this by myself. | can explain how

to do this.

| can do this by myself.

| can do this with help.

Once the children have completed their Self
Assessments, teachers will add their appraisal of
student skill development, by including their initials
on the Self Assessment rubric. To assist you in
monitoring your child’s progress in math, blank Self-
Assessments will continue to be sent home with
future Family Letters.

As 2007 nears an end, | wish to thank all of you for
sharing your children with us at Danville School.
The parental support from the community is
treasured. The children and staff appreciate, enjoy
and recognize all you do to make Danville School a
positive school environment where everyone is
encouraged to work a little bit harder to continue the
Danville tradition of proudly housing an outstanding
school.

From the Front Line
Mrs. Landry & Mrs. Keehan

Students may not be dropped off before 8:15 in the
morning. There is no adult supervision until that
time. This is for the safety of YOUR child.

It would be greatly appreciated if car rider or bus
changes are sent in writing, faxed, or e-mailed. We
are receiving a large amount of phone requests,
which is not a secure method of communication.

Please make sure your contact numbers are kept
up-to-date by calling the office or sending a note
with any changes.

Please refer to our website; danvilleschool.com, the
handbook, or the notice we sent home in October
regarding delayed openings or cancellations.
Please do not call the school.

When dropping items off to be delivered, please
make sure everything is labeled with your child’s
and teacher’s names on it. Paper, pens, and tape
are available for your convenience in the front
entrance foyer. Parents are not to make their own
deliveries during the school day.

Reading Consultant
Claire Manes

Ten read-aloud commandments

by Mem Fox. (author of Possum Magi, Koala Lou
and many others)

1. Spend at least ten wildly happy minutes every
single day reading aloud.



2. Read at least 3 stories a day. Children need to
hear a thousand stories before they can begin
to learn to read.

3. Read with animation. Hang loose and be loud,
have fun and laugh a lot.

4. Read with enjoyment for yourself and great joy
for the listener.

5. Read the stories that the kids love, over and
over and over again.

6. Let children hear lots of language by talking to
them constantly about the pictures, or anything
else connected to the book.

7. Look for rhythm or repetition in books for
young children, and make sure the books are
really short.

8. Play games with the things that you and the
child can see on the page, such as finding the
letters that start the child’s name and yours.

9. Never ever teach reading, or get tense around
books.

10. Please read aloud every day, mums and dads,
because you just love being with your child, not
because it’s the right thing to do.

Happy Holidays!

Don't forget that books make wonderful
Christmas gifts!

Claire Manes (Reading Consultant)

Grade 4 Poetry Winners
Poems appear in Anthology of Poetry by Young
Americans

(Mrs. Antonakas)

Whipping Weather
By Holly DeRusha
The morning rain whips,
The morning rain whistles.
And the afternoon sun dances across the sky
‘til night.

Sick

By Carter Rowe
Staying in bed,
Indoors all day,

Coughing and sneezing,
I wish | could play.

(Ms. Pelletier)

Brown Dogs

By Janelle Colon

Brown dogs laying down
enjoying the cool breezes
in the summer heat

Shooting Star

By Carolyn Olson
One shimmering star
Soaring far beyond my dreams
Wish | could glide too

Physical Education
Patrick Ard
Dear Parents,

As the first trimester comes to a close and we
are looking ahead to the next, | feel that it is
important that | explain some of my policies
concerning my class. Any students who are not
prepared for class, (ex. no shoes, dress or skirt for
girls...) will receive a check minus for the day.

They will also be asked to walk during the time
where other students are active. If an accumulation
of three or more check minuses occurs during one
trimester, the student will lose a letter or number
grade for P.E. Itis my sincere hope that this
procedure will continue to lower the number of
students who are unprepared and increase
participation here at Danville.

The same policy applies for behavior as well. If |
have to speak to a student multiple times in one
class about behavior they will receive a check
minus for the day. Three check minuses will result
in a loss of a full letter or number grade.

Another procedure that | wanted to explain is our
"three sticker system." Students are reminded of
our "three goals for the day" when they enter the
gym each class. These goals are: 1. Respect
yourself and others

2. Treat the equipment properly

3. Listen and follow directions
At the end of each class | ask the students whether
they thought that they accomplished each goal. If |
agree that they did accomplish a goal, they will earn
a sticker. If they accomplished all three, then they
would earn three stickers. Once a class has earned
eighteen stickers they have earned their "open
gym." This is where students would be able to vote
on a game that they want to play for ten minutes at
the beginning of the next class.
This procedure has decreased the amount of
discipline problems in my class to a very low level.
The thought of losing a sticker is now worse than
the thought of being sent to the office!

Overall the past month has gone great! We just
finished up with cooperative games and are in the
middle of a volley ball unit. Next on the schedule is
basketball!!

I hope all is well and if you need to get in touch
with me my email is pard@danvilleschool.com.

Sincerely,



Patrick Ard

Food Service
Mrs. Sargent, Manager

| would like to thank everyone that is using the
Nutrikids system or sending in checks. Itis a great
way for you to follow you child’s account and to
know when they are eating lunch or breakfast. If
your child is coming for breakfast the money comes
directly out of their account. We really don’t want
the children to bring cash with them for breakfast.

The children seem to be doing well with all the
choices. They are making decisions faster so the
lines go along faster and that gives them more time
to eat. If you are going to come in to eat with one of
your children please call early in the morning so we
will be able to plan on the amount to have ready.
The cost is $3.00 for an adult lunch and you need to
bring a check or the exact amount.

Happy Holidays,
Barbara Sargent

Music Notes
Ms. Soha

Band: Mark your calendars!
March 18™ and 19" Concert for all 5™ grade
band students.
April 1% and 9" Concert for all 4™ grade AND
1% year 5" grade band students.
Information is being sent home in Danville Delivery

Congratulations band members!!

Madison Cornell, Jared Burke, Kyle Faucher, Noah
Arteaga, and Raquel Wright earned their 1% E
Carter Rowe, Sam Skinner, Cameron Allen, Liam
Arteaga, Nate Mangrum, Nick Michaud, Elijah
Sorensen, Meghan Lee, Kaleigh McLaughlin, and
Kayleigh Fitzpatrick earned their X

Ally O’'Rourke earned her 1% C

Holly DeRusha earned her 2" L

Annie Steenson earned her 3" E

Amanda Kenerson earned her 1% E in the Blue
Book

Keep up the great work!

IMPORTANT DATES

December 24 "-January 1 % Holiday Break

JAN. 8™ NO SCHOOL -
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

JAN. 10 ™ FULL DAY OF SCHOOL

JAN. 22NP FULL DAY OF SCHOOL

Feb. 6™ Early Release day 1:00 PM

February 25-29 ™ WINTER BREAK




