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Mrs. Hart

It has been a very busy time at Danville Elementary
School. We had a very exciting night with our
Holiday Store and Book Fair. It was a treat to have
our young shoppers come to carefully select the
“perfect” gift for people on their list. They took this
task very seriously. We had wonderful student
elves that worked with our younger shoppers. It
was so hice to even have some past Danville
students come and help us! A big thank you goes
out to our families that supported our Book Fair. It
was a great success.

Our PTA is such a dedicated group and they help
our school in many ways. They support our events
such as enrichment days, providing T-shirts for our
track club, organizing events, and they are working
overtime to help us raise money for a new
playground. Thank you for all that you do, it is truly
appreciated. Remember to mark your calendars for
the Auction on February 10™!

Durin% December we have several events planned.
Our 47 grades have gone to Strawberry Banke to
experience what life what like in NH in times past.
Our third grades are working with a Native
American group to build a tee-pee and have a
personal experience in another way of life. We also
have a traveling planetarium coming to broaden our
fourth graders understandings about space. Our
fourth grade parents are invited to a follow-up
presentation on Friday the 15" at 6:30. We will be
going to the PAC for a school wide field trip to see a
Holiday Play on December 13" TRMS musicians
will be entertaining us on December 21 at 1:10 for
a short presentation of holiday music. We also have

important work to accomplish in our classrooms. It
is a busy time of year!

| encourage you to find a quiet moment with your
family to reflect on this special season. We often
get so involved in shopping, decorating and
planning that we forget about the magic! Enjoy the
joy of being with family and friends, the excitement,
and the wonder of the moment. Try to set aside a
time where you can establish a special tradition that
will grow into a fond memory. | wish all of our
Danville Community the very best during the
holiday season, Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah
and Joyous Kwanzaa!

Nancy Barcelos
Assistant Principal/Curriculum Coordinator

Spotlight on the Classrooms

Our children have been very busy working on a
variety of exciting things to build knowledge. Our
teachers have worked hard to find many creative
ways to demonstrate what children have learned.
Take a walk through the halls and give yourself a
gift! Celebrate our children by appreciating their
efforts.

Mrs. Richard’s 4" graders wrote facts about
constellations and included mythology in their
pieces of writing. They complemented their writings
with a 3D marshmallow diagram of their
constellation. How many can you identify?

Mrs. Antonakos’ class chose to display photographs
from their recent rocket launch. What a joy it was to
have parents come in and work along side the
children building rockets, getting them ready for
launching. Launching day was a chilly one but it




didn’t hold anyone back from joining in the fun.
They set their goals as high as the rockets can fly!

Ms. Pelletier's 4" graders have been ‘out of this
world ‘also! Their study of the night sky inspired
them to make comets, asteroids and meteors by
blending colors, cutting shapes and creating
abstract pieces of art. Ask any of the fourth grade
astronomers to share some of their facts with you.
They have enjoyed researching the sky!

The 4" graders will conclude their study of
astronomy December 15. “Junie” from the Traveling
Planetarium and Starlab Show will be coming to
Danville. They will take a tour of the solar system.
They will view the sun at noon through a solar
telescope. The mysteries will unfold before them as
they are invited back to school at 6:30pm for a star
party. Weather permitting it will be held outside.
Dress warm! If the sky is overcast the students will
meet in the gym.

Mrs. Blais’ 3" graders built a teepee with a Native
American guest from Native American
Perspectives. They were given 3 rules to follow;
listen, follow directions and work together. The
students demonstrated their ability to follow the
directions without conflict. It should be no surprise
to you the children did a wonderful job. What fun
they had with their hand made teepee!

Rock ‘n Rule is the theme in Ms. Abraham’s 3"
grade class! They have studied the properties of
rocks and minerals. During a math lesson recently,
some students connected their study of the earth’s
surface to the math platters they were using! That is
creativity at best! Ask the children to tell you about
their favorite rock. They have written about them
and have included details as well adding their
personal thoughts.

Mrs. Racz’s 5" grade students are making their
own dictionaries! As they read The Sign of the
Beaver, they are busy developing their vocabulary
skills by including key words into a dictionary. They
use the words in sentences and illustrate the
meaning of the word. When they finish reading the
book, they will have completed a personal
dictionary for future use.

Mrs. Charmanski’s first graders like to build! They
are in the process of building houses for the 3 little
pigs. | bet you can guess what they are made of!
This is a creative way for them to practice skills they
use in other areas of the curricula; exploring,
predicting, comparing, sequencing, problem solving
and organizing. They are practicing important
concepts while using familiar text to help their

learning experiences to be meaningful and
embedded in their practice.

Mrs. Landry & Mrs. Keehan

If you are planning an extended holiday break,
please send a note to the office with the dates your
child will be absent.

Please help us keep energy costs down by
checking that the entranceway doors close behind
you.

Mrs. Thorne, RN

It's finally winter! Please remember that we have
outside recess every day when the temperature is
over 20 degrees. Please check that your children
are appropriately dressed with coats, hats, gloves
and boots. The children will go to recess in
whatever clothing they wear to school in the
morning. We do not have items to share.

It is also a terrific idea to send water bottles with
students to school. Dry throats are a common
complaint when the heat is on at school.

All computers and headphones are cleaned after
use by the students. Desk tops are also cleaned
each day by the teachers to help discourage the
spread of germs. Please consider sending a small
container of waterless hand cleaner in your
sons/daughters lunch bag so that they can wash
hands before eating.

It is wonderful to visit the classrooms to see and
discuss the healthy snacks that are being sent in--
congratulations to all parents!.

The Timberlane Nurses now have a web site that
you might want to visit for Health Office information
and helpful tips on staying healthy:
www.timberlanehs.com/SHS/. Please take a look
and let me know what you think.

Have a safe and happy holiday season!

Christmas is a wonderful time to enjoy the
traditional stories as well as some heartwarming
new stories.

Before reading a story, talk with your child about
some of your own favorite seasonal stories.



Here are some suggestions and if this particular title
is not available, check out another book by the
same author.

The Drummer Mouse by M. Mayer
The Night Before Christmas -pop up
The Snow Tree by C. Repchuk

Santa Cow Studios by C. Edens
Merry Christmas by H. Keller

Wild Christmas Reindeer by J. Brett
Room for a Little One by M. Waddell
Merry Christmas Strega Nona by T. de Paola
Papa's Latkes by M. Edward

Children of Christmas by C. Rylant
Amish Christmas by R. Ammon
Jingle, Christmas Clown by T dePaola

Dale Gregory

First of all, | would like to thank everyone here at
Danville Elementary School for welcoming me so
warmly in my first few weeks here. | would
especially like to thank my Library Assistant, Mrs.
Murphy, for all of her years of experience and her
help in showing me the ropes. | know I still have a
lot to learn and am looking forward to learning from
the entire staff.

Students and staff had fun during Children’s Book
Week November13th -17". Activities included a
guest mystery reader each morning and the first
dress as your favorite book character day. More
than 130 students took this opportunity to think
about some of their favorite books and stretch their
imaginations in bringing a character to life. Prizes
were given out in each grade for the best character
representation. Students in 1% - 3" grade also
participated in voting for this year's Ladybug Picture
Book. Various members of the Danville staff spent
nearly two weeks reading each of the ten books
nominated to the classes. On Thursday, November
16" each class visited the library to cast their
ballots. The children choose | Ain't Gonna Paint
No More! by Karen Beaumont, as their clear
favorite. Ms. Soha brought the book to life by
singing it with the children in music classes.

We would like to thank everyone for helping to
make the annual Scholastic Book Fair such a great
success this year. The fair was held December 1 -
8". Parents enjoyed shopping our “Parents Only
Night” while children shopped the PTA’s Holiday
Bazaar. The following week everyone visited the
Book Fair with their classes and the students made

wish lists. After reviewing their lists with their
parents, many students returned to purchase books
for home. The fair is a great way to get quality
books for the home, while supporting literature
events at school. Proceeds from the book fair are
used for visiting authors and illustrators and other
school-wide literacy programs. The fair also gave
many students the opportunity to practice some of
their everyday math skills.

In response to student requests, a book group is
being started for 4™ and 5" graders. There are two
students signed up at this time and anyone else
who may be interested in joining is encouraged to
contact me at the library. We will be meeting in the
library on Thursdays every other week during the
4" and 5" grade lunch. Students may bring their
lunch to the library and we will eat and discuss the
book we have read. The first meeting will be on
Thursday, December 14™ at which time we will pick
our first book. | hope to explore different genres
and expose the students to books they may not
have picked up on their own.

Happy Reading!

Physical Education
Dear Parents,

As the first trimester comes to a close and we
are looking ahead to the next, | feel that it is
important that | explain some new policies
concerning my class. The first change is that any
students who are not prepared for class, (ex. no
shoes, dress or skirt for girls...) will receive a check
minus for the day. They will also be asked to walk
during the time where other students are active. If
an accumulation of three or more check minuses
occurs during one trimester, the student will lose a
letter or number grade for P.E. It is my sincere
hope that this new procedure will help lower the
number of students who are unprepared and
increase participation here at Danville.

Another procedure that | wanted to explain is our
"three sticker system." Students are reminded of
our "three goals for the day" when they enter the
gym each class. These goals are:

1. Respect yourself and others
2. Treat the equipment properly
3. Listen and follow directions

At the end of each class | ask the students whether
they thought that they accomplished each goal. If |
agree that they did accomplish a goal, they will earn
a sticker. If they accomplished all three, then they
would earn three stickers. Once a class has earned
twelve stickers they have earned their "open gym."
This is where students would be able to vote on a



game that they want to play for ten minutes at the
beginning of the next class. This procedure has
decreased the amount of discipline problems in my
class to a very low rate. The thought of losing a
sticker is now worse than the thought of being sent
to the office!

Overall the past month has gone great! We just
finished up with cooperative games and are in the
middle of a volleyball unit. Next on the schedule is
basketball!!

I hope all is well and if you need to get in touch
with me my email is pard@danvilleschool.com.

Sincerely,
Patrick Ard

Mrs. Sargent, Manager

We would like to wish everyone a very Happy
Holiday Season.

We are at the end of the year and it is time to make
sure all our accounts are up to date. If you would
like to have a print out of your account please call
or send a note.

If you are on the free or reduced lunch program
please remember that if your child brings a lunch
from home and wants to get milk the cost is 40
cents. We do not have a program that pays for the
milk. The free and reduced program is to
encourage the children to get a whole lunch.

We now have yogurt as an alternative to cereal for
breakfast. The children seem to like having the
choice. Breakfast is still 40 cents and they can
bring their money in with them or have the money
taken out of their account.

Thank you for sending in your child’s lunch money

et N

Band: Mark your calendars!
January 11" Holiday concert including both
4" and 5" grade students.
March 20™ and 27" Concert for all 5™ grade
band students.

|
Ms. Soha

April 4" and 11™ Concert for all 4™ grade AND
1% year 5" grade band students.
More information will be sent home as the dates
approach.

Congratulations band members!!

Kara Roberts, Hunter Francoeur, Tiffany Twomey,
Ashley Arsenault, Anthony Amorelli, Holly
DeRusha, and Kayla Ferreira earned their 1 E
Amanda Kenerson, Kara Roberts, Daniel Main, and
Annie Steenson earned their X

Alissa Bredbenner earned her 1% C

Eliza Sanchez earned her 2™ C

Skylar Labbe and Shawn Grenier earned their 2" |
Kelly Crotts earned her 1* L and her EXCEL award

Keep up the great work!

Donations

If you have any of the following materials that you
would be willing to donate, | would greatly
appreciate it! Please drop off at the front office with
MUSIC written on it.

Dried pasta (small size, like elbow macaroni),
rice, or popcorn kernels

1 or 1 ¥ inch nails

Empty 35mm film canisters

Medium to large Cardboard tubes (ie. paper
towel and gift wrap rolls)

Clean wooden chopsticks
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IMPORTANT DATES f
Holiday Break — December 25" — January 1
Early release — January 10"

No School January 15"

Early Release February 8"

Winter Vacation — February 26™ — March 2™
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