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PRINCIPAL’S PEN  
Mrs. Hart 
 
Students in grades 3, 4, and 5 have completed their 
NECAP testing and we will await results in the early 
spring.  I am very proud of the serious effort that our 
students and staff devoted to this testing.   
 
November is looking like a very busy month at 
Danville Elementary School.  PTA is working hard 
to raise money for a new playground for our school.  
They are sponsoring a family “hoe down” on Friday, 
November 3rd, from 6:00-8:30.  Put on those 
dancing shoes and western wear and “Come on 
Down to our Hoe Down”!  We are most appreciative 
of all the things our PTA does to make our school a 
very special place.  If you haven’t joined PTA we 
are still welcoming new members.  We meet the 
first and third Wednesday of the month.  In an effort 
to streamline the meetings we are going to meet 
from 6:30 to 7:30 in the library.  Sub-committees will 
meet at 7:30.  Please come and join us. We need 
everyone’s help.   
 
We will be welcoming our new media-generalist, 
Dale Gregory, to our library.  Mrs. Murphy has done 
a wonderful job manning the library until Mrs. 
Gregory could start in her new position.  When you 
are in our building drop by and introduce yourself to 
Mrs. Gregory.   

 
We are aware of the need for security within our 
schools.  In that spirit we have changed our sign-in 
procedure to ensure that we know who is in our 
building at all times.  You will need to check in with 
our secretary, Mrs. Landry, to get a visitor badge 
that you are required to wear.  We welcome all our 
visitors, but we must have procedures in place to 
ensure accountability.  Signing in and out of the 
building, only using the front entrance (all other 
doors are locked during the day), and wearing your 
visitor badge will help us to account for everyone in 
our school.   
 
Parent conferences will begin soon.  Please take 
this opportunity to have a positive conversation 
about your child and their school performance.  
Write down questions that you have concerning 
your child’s progress to discuss with the teacher.  
Your child spends almost 8 hours a day in school, 
but they spend the other 16 with you.  A conference 
is a chance for people who deeply care for the 
welfare and academic success of a child to come 
together and share information.  
 
We are very excited about our upcoming school-
wide enrichment day, “A Day at the Coast” on 
November 20th.  We have docents coming from 
UNH to share their knowledge of the ocean and it’s 
inhabitants.  We also are welcoming the New 
England Aquarium presenters who will be doing 3 
separate assemblies about tide-pools.  As always, 
parents are invited to join us for assemblies.  We do 
ask that our students sit with their class and visitors 
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sit in the back.  Watch for the specific times for 
each grade and mark your calendars to join us.   

 
NEWS FROM THE CURRICULUM CORNER  
Nancy Barcelos 
Assistant Principal/Curriculum Coordinator 
 
Once upon a time, children knew the first thing they 
had to do when they got home from school was to 
complete their homework. Extra-curricular activities 
were not scheduled during the school week. Times 
have changed and lives have become fast paced. 
Children still have homework. They also have extra 
curricular activities scheduled before school, after 
school and on the weekends.  
 
When do they have time to practice what they have 
learned in school? Help your child plan for the best 
time to complete their homework. Provide a space 
where they can work with relatively few distractions. 
Schoolwork is important and must be a priority in a 
child’s life. Practicing schoolwork and making it a 
priority provides more opportunities for children to 
learn. We know children learn well beyond the 
school day. Practicing daily lessons is a powerful 
way to extend learning.  
 
Your child brings home math links weekly. These 
are homework lessons children must practice at 
home. Some require parent participation; others are 
meant to be independent practice. Let’s rethink our 
terminology and consider referring to homework as 
home links.  Homework is a link between home and 
school. Through home links, parents have the 
opportunity to reinforce learning that takes place at 
school. Children are more successful in school 
when their parents are involved in their education.  
 
Find the time that works best for your family. Let it 
be a quiet, sharing time when everyone is busy 
working on a task. When everyone is finished, talk 
about what you accomplished for the day and how 
you feel about it. Communication is a two way 
street where there must be room for everyone. 
 

NECAP Testing 
Students in grades 3-5 have completed NECAP 
testing. The children worked hard and took this task 
seriously. We are proud of our students. The results 
will be sent home in the spring, or as soon as the 
State of NH releases the scores. This is one 
measure of evaluation used to determine 

achievement of grade level expectations. All 
parents will be meeting with classroom teachers 
soon to discuss individual children’s achievement 
toward meeting grade level expectations. Teachers 
have gathered work samples to help determine 
achievement. Conferences will take place before 
report cards go home on December 6TH. As always; 
contact your child’s teacher or myself if you have 
questions regarding your child’s learning.  
 

 
FROM THE FRONT LINE 
Mrs. Landry & Mrs. Keehan 
 
We have implemented a new sign-in procedure to 
enhance safety in our building.  All visitors must 
sign-in in the main office at the desk under the 
bulletin board during school hours.  Instructions are 
posted at the sign-in desk.  A different procedure 
may be used on days we have an assembly or 
school-wide event, which will attract a larger 
number of visitors. We ask your cooperation in 
helping us to ensure a safe environment for the 
Danville School community. 
 
As we approach the holiday season, please be sure 
to notify the office if your child will be out of school 
due to an extended vacation.  A written note or e-
mail is the preferred line of communication. As 
always, the attendance line is operational 24 hours 
a day and we ask that you leave a message if your 
child will be absent or arriving after 9:00 AM. 
 
If you will be chaperoning an upcoming field trip, 
please park your cars in the far lot near the 
flagpole.   
 

 
NOTES FROM THE NURSE 
Mrs. Thorne, RN 
 
Dear parents, as the days get colder please 
remember to have you child wear outdoor clothing 
to school. We have outside recess every day at 
least once unless there is major precipitation. We 
do not have clothing to lend.   
 
Water bottles and individual hand sanitizers are the 
best defense when it comes to beating the common 
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cold and it's accompanying symptoms.  Please 
remember that if your child does not feel well in the 
morning and/or has a temperature, they are unlikely 
to get better at school and should be kept home for 
the day.  
 
We will begin Vision and Hearing testing for the 
third grade and blood pressure checks for the 4th 
grade and continue until everyone is completed.  
Scoliosis check for the fifth grade will be after 
Christmas.  
 
Thank you all for trying to adhere to the suggested 
Healthy Snacks and treats in school this year. I 
hope it is not too long before you notice your 
children making healthier food choices on their own. 
 

 
COUNSELOR’S CORNER 
Louise Janelle, School Counselor 
 
Tips for Parent/Teacher conferences – adapted 
from “ Making Parent-Teacher Conferences Work 
For Your Student” (For the sake of simplicity, I have 
used the male pronoun “he” throughout.) 
 
Getting Ready (for the conference ) 
Here are a couple of things you can do ahead of 
time that will help lay a good foundation the for 
helping your student: 

Talk to your child.  Find out what he thinks 
are his best subjects and what subjects he likes the 
least. Ask why. Also, ask your student if there is 
anything he would like you to talk about with his 
teacher. Make sure your child doesn't worry about 
the meeting. Help him understand that you and his 
teacher are meeting to help him.  

Make a list. Before you go to the meeting, it 
might help to write down the list of things you want 
to talk about with the teacher. For example: 
·  Questions about the school's programs or 

policies 
·  Questions about your student's progress 
·  How you, the teacher, and the school can work 

together to help your child 
·  Your student's home life, personality, concerns, 

habits and hobbies, and other things you feel 
the teacher should know about that might help 
in working with the student (e.g., religious 

holidays, music lessons, part-time jobs, a sick 
relative) 

Gather input from others. If your spouse, another 
care-giving adult, or someone with pertinent 
information or insight (doctor, counselor, other 
guardian) can't attend the conference, ask for that 
person's concerns and questions before the 
conference. 

BEFORE 

·  If you are going to a meeting that was 
scheduled by the teacher or school, ask 
beforehand how much time you will have. If you 
need more time or an additional appointment, 
let the teacher know up front. 

·  Establish a positive relationship with your 
children’s teachers early in the school year and 
maintain it.  

DURING 
·  Never miss a parent-teacher conference. Use 

the opportunity to exchange information with 
the teacher and develop ways to cooperate in 
educating your student. 

·  Exercise your right and responsibility to voice 
your questions and concerns. Express them in 
constructive ways. 

·  Ask for ways you can work with your student at 
home to reinforce what the teacher does in 
class. 

·  Recognize and acknowledge how difficult 
teachers’ jobs can be. 

AFTER 
Thank school personnel when they are doing a 
good job. 
 

 
READING CONSULTANT   
Claire Manes 
 
Tips for Reading Aloud 
Why is reading aloud to your children the #1 
suggestion from reading experts? Because it builds 
the desire to read----in only 15-20 minutes a day! 
Here are a few tips: 
Get comfortable: Snuggle up on a cold day or  sit in 
your favorite chair. 
Remove distractions: Turn off the television and 
unplug the phone! 
Encourage participation: Invite your child to join in if 
there's repetition in the story, or just turn the pages. 
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Keep it appropriate: Ask your librarian or school's 
reading teacher for book suggestions.  
 
Read-Aloud Favorites: 
Too Many Tamales by Gary Soto 
I Know a Rhino by Charles Fuge 
Don't Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus! by Mo Willems 
Miss Nelson Is Missing by Harry Allard 
 
(excerpt from "Reading Connection", Resource for 
Education.) 
 

 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
Patrick Ard 
 
Hello Everyone! The first month and a half went 
great.  The students learned a lot about soccer 
skills, throwing, catching, tossing and tag games!  
Next on our schedule are Halloween Games!  We 
started this week with a game called "Ghost Hunt."  
The students loved finding those ghosts under our 
haunted cones!   
 
We also did our first "assessment."  I explained to 
the students that this was not to be viewed as a 
quiz or test, but more as a survey for me.  I wanted 
to find out if the key points of my lessons were 
being comprehended by the students.  I just began 
checking them over and so far it looks very good!   
 
After Halloween we will be moving into volley skills 
and then cooperative games.  As always feel free to 
contact me by email with any comments or 
questions!  I hope to meet more parents in the near 
future!  Stay Active! 
 

 
FOOD SERVICE 
Mrs. Sargent, Manager 
 
Greetings from Danville Elementary Kitchen.  We 
are so glad to see so many children taking hot 
lunch this year.  We try to stay true to the menu but 
with the numbers going up every day sometimes 

things are beyond our control.  We get deliveries 
once a month and sometimes an item will be out of 
stock; this may change everything.  
                                                                                                                         
I just wanted to remind you that lunch money is due 
on Monday for the week.  If you want to send in the 
money for the month that is great.  The money 
stays in your child’s account. If they are absent, you 
don’t have to worry because lunch or milk is only 
scanned out when they come through the line. 
When you are sending money in for more then one 
child please make sure that you write on the outside 
of the envelope the names of your children and how 
you want the money divided.  
 
If you are packing a cold lunch or snack that 
requires a spoon or fork please don’t forget to pack 
it for them. We plan for the hot lunch children only. 

 
MUSIC NOTES 
Ms. Soha 
 
Band:  Mark your calendars! 
�  �      January 11th   Holiday concert including 

both 4th and 5th grade students.   
�  �      March 20th and 27th Concert for all 5th 

grade band students. 
�  �      April 4th and 11th Concert for all 4th grade 

AND 1st year 5th grade band students. 
More information will be sent home as the dates 
approach. 
  
Congratulations band members!!  
Amanda Kenerson, Annie Steenson, Daniel Main, 
Danny Scalzo, Cameron Vadeboncoeur, Olivia 
Stafford, Alyssa Eaton, and Evan Malynn earned 
their 1st E 
Sam Denison earned his 1st E, X, and C 
Emily Proctor earned her 1st C 
Matthew Walsh, Kali Hume, and Kelly Crotts earned 
their 2nd E 
Danielle Gajewski earned her 2nd L 
Rhiannon MacLean earned her 1st L and her 
EXCEL award 
 
Keep up the great work! 
  
Donations 
If you have any of the following materials that you 
would be willing to donate, I would greatly 
appreciate it! Please drop off at the front office with 
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MUSIC written on it.  Thank you to those who have 
already been so generous! 
  

·  ·    Dried pasta (small size, like elbow 
macaroni), rice, or popcorn kernels 

·  ·    1 or 1 ½ inch nails 
·  ·    Empty 35mm film canisters 
·  ·    Medium to large Cardboard tubes (ie. paper 

towel and gift wrap rolls) 
·  ·    Golf club tubes or fluorescent light bulb tubes 

(the containers they come in, not the actual 
bulb) 

 

 
AN ENRICHMENT NOTE 
Cindy Wood 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to explain a little 
bit about the enrichment program, from my 
perspective, here at Danville. 
 
First of all, enrichment is for every child.  This 
means that each child participates in some way 
during the year.  Whole school enrichment events 
include special assemblies, field trips planned by 
your child’s teacher, and whole school enrichment 
days.  Students also participate in a mini-unit whole 
class enrichment time that lasts from 4-8 weeks, 
depending on the topic, age of the students, and 
needs of the class. 
 
There will be two whole school enrichment days this 
year at Danville.  Mrs. Hubley will organize a Day at 
the Coast.  This wonderful event will take place on 
November 20th.  On May 18, 2007 we will be going 
back in time to the Colonial and Revolutionary War 
period of our country.  I will organize this event for 
our school.  (If you know of any crafts people…quilt 
makers, tinsmiths, weavers, carvers….please let 
me know .  If the craft was part of the Colonial Era, 
we would love to have them join us.) 
 
Another part of enrichment is the pullout program.  
This can be broken into two types of pullout.  One 
type of pullout is for those students with a special 
interest.  This interest holds their attention and is 
something they are motivated to learn more about.  
Another type of pull out is designed for students 
with above average ability in a specific area, 
coupled with creativity and task commitment, this 

can be for individual students or small groups of 
students.  This type of pull out is set up into mini-
units and may run for 4 weeks, a trimester, or 
possibly longer.  The pullout program at Danville is 
a flow in and flow out program.  Students may 
participate for part of the year, most of the year, or 
possibly all of the year.  This depends on the 
student’s interests, motivation, and task 
commitment.  It also depends on student need.  
Enrichment involvement one year does not 
necessarily lead to enrichment involvement the next 
year.  Students are looked at yearly for best 
placement to suit their educational needs. 
 
In most cases, enrichment pullout programs this 
year will start after the NECAP testing is completed.  
This gives teachers an opportunity to “get to know” 
their new students.   
 
If you have any questions concerning enrichment, 
please feel free to contact either Mrs. Hubley 
(chubley@danvilleschool.com) or me at 
cwood@danvilleschool.com . 
 
This is going to be a wonderful year! 
 
 
IMPORTANT DATES 
Nov. 3rd - Family Hoe Down 6:00-8:30 
Nov. 7th – School Store for Grades 2, 4, & 5 
Nov. 8 – 5th Gr. Field trip to Science Museum 
Nov. 9 th & 10 th No School  
Nov. 14 th Early release at 1:00 PM after lunch 
Nov. 16th 4th Gr. Field trip State House & Museum 
Nov. 21st School Store Grade 3 
Nov. 22 nd-24th No School Thanksgiving 
Dec. 1st Holiday Store & Book Fair 
Dec. 12 th Early release at 1:00 PM after lunch 
Dec. 25- Jan. 1 st Holiday break no school 

   


