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Principal’s Pen 
 
What a wonderful beginning to our “Happy New 
Year!”  Danville Elementary has welcomed 374 
students back to school.  We had smiling faces and 
no tears on the first day of school.  We are off to an 
exciting new beginning.  We are pleased to 
welcome our new children and their families as well 
as returning friends.   
 
For the past six years I have been the assistant 
principal/curriculum coordinator at Danville 
Elementary and I know many of our Danville 
families from that wonderful experience.  As of July 
1, I was appointed as Principal of Danville School.  
This position is an honor that brings opportunity and 
challenge.  I am humbled by the responsibility as 
well as energized by the prospect of working with 
and leading this incredible community of children, 
families, and educators.  I want to extend a warm 
welcome to everyone and invite parents to get to 
know me in my new role.   
 
We have had some exciting events already this 
year.  Our ‘Meet and Greet’ was well attended and 
Mrs. Barcelos (our new assistant 
principal/curriculum coordinator) welcomed 
everyone in my absence.  I was devastated to miss 
the event due to illness.  Thanks to Shelia 
Johannesen, Danville’s Animal Control Officer, we 
were treated to a fabulous educational assembly 
“Winds Over Wings” a bird rehabilitation group from 
Connecticut.  We met two owls, a golden eagle and 
a bald eagle!  What a conclusion to Constitution 
Week!  We also learned what we could do in our 
own community to help preserve wildlife.  
Unfortunately, we had to reschedule Bike-A-Thon to 
Saturday, September 30th, due to rain.  Please 

remember to check the calendar for upcoming 
events.  The calendar is available on-line at our 
website danvilleschool.com.  The website is host to 
a great deal of school information, check it out!  
Please remember you are welcome to join us for 
assemblies and special events.  We do ask that the 
children sit with their classes.  Just remember to 
sign in at the office.  You are also invited to come 
and have lunch with your child in the cafeteria.  It is 
a treat for the children to have parents and 
grandparents share their lunchtime dining 
experience.  We ask that you notify Mrs. Sargent, 
our food service manager, in advance and she will 
have a lunch ready for you.  
 
Please remember that children are not to be 
dropped off before 8:15 in the morning.  We do not 
have teachers on duty until that time and cannot 
ensure proper supervision of you child until 8:15.  
 
NECAP testing will take place for grades 3, 4, and 5 
during the first 3 weeks of October.  We have 
worked to support our students to be academically 
ready to display their knowledge and understanding 
in math, reading and writing.  Please help your child 
to be prepared from the home-front to do their best 
work.  A good night’s rest, a healthy breakfast, a 
positive send-off, and letting your child know that 
this is hard work and you believe in their ability to 
do their best will all help your child perform to the 
best of their ability.   
 
A special “thank-you” goes to Mrs. Wilson who 
worked with several groups of students last spring 
during our enrichment day.  She helped the 
students to create a beautiful stained glass window 
that is on display in the library and several garden 
stones that grace our front yard.  Danville can also 
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celebrate the we were selected as a “Blue Ribbon 
School” as a result of the many hours of volunteer 
time that has been donated by our families in 2005-
2006.  Thank you for supporting our school!  If you 
are interested in volunteering please contact your 
child’s teacher, we welcome your valuable time!   
 
I am very proud to be principal of Danville 
Elementary School.  If you have questions-please 
ask, if you have concerns-please let me know, if 
you feel there is something I should know about 
your child-please tell me and if you have good 
news-please share it!  I welcome your input and will 
be glad to set a time to chat with you.   
 
Sincerely,  
Mrs. Nancy Hart  
 
News from the Curriculum Corner  
Nancy Barcelos 
Assistant Principal/Curriculum Coordinator 
 
New England Common Assessment Program 
 
The NH Department of Education, Rhode Island 
Dept. of Education, and Vermont Dept. of Education 
have developed a common set of Grade Level 
Expectations, known as the New England Common 
Assessment Program Grade Level Expectations 
(NECAP GLEs) and test specifications in 
Mathematics, Reading, and Writing.  
 
These expectations were developed in response to 
the requirements of the federally mandated No 
Child Left Behind Act. All children in grades 3-8 and 
grade 11 will be tested in the fall of each academic 
year. All children in the state of NH will be testing 
October 3-24.  Danville students in grade 5 will be 
testing October 3-6, 11 & 12. 4th graders will be 
testing October 10-13. Students in grade 3 will be 
testing October 16-20.  
 
Please make every effort to be sure your child is in 
school. Testing begins promptly at the start of each 
day. If your child is tardy, he/she may be required to 
take a portion of the test during a make-up session. 
As always, be sure: 

·  Your child is well rested  
·  Eats a healthy breakfast each morning  
·  Brings a healthy snack to school and 

water to drink  
·  Wears comfortable clothing and 

footwear  
Parents will be notified when testing results become 
available in early spring. Thank you in advance for 
your cooperation. If you have any questions please 
contact your child’s teacher or Mrs. Barcelos. 

 
The school year began in a positive way. Staff, 
students and parents worked hard preparing for the 
“New Year” at school. We prepared independently, 
and have come together collectively to embrace 
every new opportunity we will face this year. I am 
honored to be part of your group. I am committed to 
providing a superior learning environment for the 
Danville children. There is a strong foundation for 
success in Danville. I will work diligently to continue 
with this exceptional tradition.  Schools and families 
need open lines of communication to provide 
successful learning environments for our children.  
Please contact me if you have questions or 
concerns. I look forward to working with you. 
 

Safety 
Safety is always a concern. Please remind your 
children the importance of following rules when 
riding a school bus.  Often this is the first time they 
are in a vehicle without a seatbelt. A reminder of the 
importance of remaining seated from home will 
reinforce the message given at school.  
 
Car riders are asked to stay on the yellow line while 
waiting for their ride to arrive. Children are asked to 
watch for their car so they can let the adult know 
their ride is approaching. 
 
Please make every effort to have your child in 
school daily. Children can not make consistent 
educational progress when they are not in school. 
 It is particularly important they are in school during 
NECAP state testing. If a student is enrolled in 
school and misses the test, they will receive a score 
of zero. This directly impacts the school & district in 
a negative way. Do not schedule vacations 
during school time! Count on October as being a 
testing month for students. It is imperative your 
child is present when they are healthy.  
  
It is unreasonable to expect a child to listen to your 
advice and ignore your example. 

-Author Unknown 
 
From the Front Line 
Mrs. Landry & Mrs. Keehan 
 
If your child is going to be absent from school or 
arriving after 9:00 AM, please call and leave a 
message on the attendance line (Option 1). Please 
do not assume your child’s teacher has passed on 
a message from you.  
 
If your child has a change in transportation, please 
send a note clearly stating what the change is to be.  
If you have to make a last minute change, please 
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fax or e-mail the change to us.  E-mail can be 
accessed at www.danvilleschool.com by clicking on 
staff directory and then the name of the person you 
wish to e-mail.  To insure the message is received, 
please send it to both Mrs. Landry and Mrs. 
Keehan. 
 
Please be aware that we will be having an early 
release day once a month throughout the school 
year.  They are marked on the district calendar with 
an asterisk (*). Students are dismissed at 1:00PM 
after lunch has been served.  This information and 
much more is available on our website. 
 
Notes from the Nurse 
Mrs. Thorne, RN 
 
Dear parents,  
Just a few reminders as we start another school 
year; it is always a good idea to send a water bottle 
with your child to school.  It's still occasionally hot.  
When the weather changes and the heat is turned 
on throats can become scratchy.  Please have your 
children wear sneakers to gym class and shoes 
with a back on them for outdoor equipment play.  
Lastly, we have already had our first case of head 
lice.  This is a nuisance condition not a health 
hazard.  Please consider checking your children on 
a regular basis, perhaps weekly, to keep ahead of 
the curve. Please feel free to call me at  
school with any questions or comments to help 
keep our children healthy. 
 
Reading Consultant   
Claire Manes 
 
PARENTS OF GRADE 1 STUDENTS!!! 
On Thursday, October 12, 7-8:30 PM , I will be 
presenting a reading workshop at Danville School.  
This is an important opportunity for you to update 
your skills so you can be partners in your child’s 
education.  The process of learning to read and 
write will be demonstrated and explained.   Also 
included in the evening will be tips on how to assist 
your child at home to become a successful reader 
and writer.  I promise that if you attend this 
presentation, first grade will be easier on you and a 
more enjoyable experience for your child.   I hope to 
see you there. 
 
Physical Education 
Patrick Ard 
 
Hello Everyone! 
I have had the pleasure of meeting many parents 
over my first few weeks here at Danville and I am 
very excited by their enthusiasm and support.  I 

wanted to briefly give you an overview of where I 
am coming from.  My name is Patrick Ard and I 
grew up and still live in Kingston, NH.  I recently 
graduated from Keene State College last May, with 
my Bachelor of Science Degree in Physical 
Education.  This is my first teaching job, but I do 
have a lot of experience working with children.  I 
have been the assistant director / director of the 
Kingston Recreation Summer Program for the past 
five years and was a counselor for three years 
before that.  Encouraging children to live active 
lives is my main objective.  With childhood obesity 
rates climbing higher and higher each year, I feel 
that through physical education a difference can be 
made.  My classes are based on activities that 
children can learn and use not only in class, but 
outside of school as well.  I want my students to 
view physical activity as an important, yet fun, 
aspect of their lives.  The first few weeks have 
included tag games, soccer skills and listening 
activities.  I have also included a strength exercise 
to each class.  (If you have a chance, ask your child 
to show you the “Inchworm”.)   In the next few 
weeks we will be moving onto football skills and 
strategies with the fourth and fifth graders and 
throwing/catching skills with the first, second and 
third graders.  Halloween is also coming soon and 
should be an exciting time in P.E. class!  Feel free 
to keep in touch through email at 
pard@danvilleschool.com.  I encourage parents to 
be involved in their children’s school lives and 
would love to get to know you all!  I thank you again 
for your enthusiasm and support!   
   
Food Service  
Mrs. Sargent, Manager 
 
Welcome back!  I hope everyone had a great 
summer and is glad to be back. 
                                                                                                                      
Lunch money is still due on Monday for the week.  
Our computer program uses Lunch ID Cards that 
work the same as a debit card. Each child has been 
issued a lunch card with a bar code on it.  When 
your child comes through the lunch or milk line the 
card will be scanned and money will be deducted 
from the amount you have deposited on Monday.  
This will allow you to send in the money for not just 
a week but for any length of time you wish.  The 
system makes bookkeeping a much easier project 
for me. Attached you will find a copy of the letter 
that goes home explaining the procedure that we 
follow if you have forgotten to send in lunch money.   
I will be sending home letters each week in the 
Danville Delivery to let you know of any unpaid 
balances.  If you are having a difficult time there are 
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forms to apply for free or reduced pricing from the 
nurse, Mrs. Thorne. 
                                                                                                                           
You can include any money you want for breakfast 
along with your child’s lunch money.  When your 
child comes through the breakfast line on any given 
day the card will be scanned and the money is 
deducted from their account.  If your child is absent 
or changes his mind and does not take the lunch, 
milk or breakfast the money stays in his account to 
be used another day. 
 
Breakfast is still being served starting at 8:20 am.  
We have a choice of cereal everyday along with 
toast, juice and milk.  The specials that we offer are:  
Tuesday - Funnel cake, Wed.- Egg & Cheese on an 
English Muffin, Thursday - French Toast Sticks, 
Friday,  Bagels w/Cream Cheese.  The price for 
breakfast is $ .40 ($ .30 for reduced). The children 
are to get a complete breakfast when they come, 
not just stop by to visit and have a drink. 
 
The lunch price (which includes milk) is $1.40, 
reduced is $ .40.  Milk alone for cold lunch is $ .40. 
 
If you would like to come in for lunch with your child 
please call to order a lunch.  The price for an adult 
is $2.00 each.  If you have any questions please 
call or stop by.  I am here between 6am and 1:30 
pm at 382-4522 x309. 
 
Music Notes 
Ms. Soha 
 
Band:  Mark your calendars! 
�  «     January 11th   Holiday concert including 

both 4th and 5th grade students.   
�  «     March 20th and 27th Concert for all 5th 

grade band students. 
�  «     April 4th and 11th Concert for all 4th grade 

AND 1st year 5th grade band students. 
More information will be sent home as the dates 
approach. 
  
Donations 
If you have any of the following materials that you 
would be willing to donate, I would greatly 
appreciate it! Please drop off at the front office with 
MUSIC written on it.  Thank you!! 
  

·  ·   Golf club tubes 
·  ·   Empty Glass bottles with small opening (think 

root beer, not Sobe) 
·  ·   Fluorescent light bulb tubes (the plastic 

containers they come in) 
·  ·   Rice, popcorn kernels, or dried beans 

·  ·   1 or 1 ½ inch nails 
·  ·   Empty 35mm film canisters 
·  ·   Empty plastic Easter eggs 
·  ·   Medium to large Cardboard tubes (ie. paper 

towel and gift wrap rolls) 
  
 
 
IMPORTANT DATES 
 
Oct. 3-20th NECAP Testing 
Oct. 9th Columbus Day No School 
Oct. 18 Early Release at 1:00 PM 
Oct. 28th Ghoulish Gathering 2-4 PM 
Oct. 29 Daylight Savings Time ends  
Nov. 9th & 10th No School 
Nov. 14th Early Release at 1:00 PM 
Nov. 22nd – 24th Thanksgiving Break 

 
 
  
  
 
  
 
  
  
 
 
	


