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Principal’'s Pen

Nancy Hart

| believe that spring has finally arrived! It has been
such a treat to have the birds singing, flowers
blooming and the children enjoying the playground
at recess time. It seems like | was just reminding
parents to send snow pants and boots so that the
children could enjoy the snow! Now with the
warmer weather | need to ask your cooperation for
school appropriate warmer weather attire. Flip-
flops and open backed sandals are not safe
footwear for school. We also do not want our
young girls wearing mini-skirts, short shorts,
cropped shirts, and tops with spaghetti straps.
These fashion items are not suitable for playing on
the jungle gym or for being dressed for a day at
school.

Unfortunately, | also need to address cell phones,
ipods and other electronic equipment. In our
handbooks it states that electronic equipment is not
to be brought to school. If you feel that your child
needs a cell phone for safety reasons please call
me and | will set up a plan to keep the phone in a
safe place. We have important work to accomplish
at Danville Elementary and having students ‘texting’
each other and phones ringing are not allowed. |
appreciate your support in regards to this request.

Bingo for Books was a great success! We had over
500 people join us in an evening of family fun.
Sanborn High School was so nice to accommodate
us now that we have outgrown our Timberlane
locations. Thank you to our PTA for organizing
such a wonderful Danville tradition.

We had a magical evening for our Father/Daughter
Dance. Our young ladies were dressed to the
‘nines’ and the men were dashing escorts.

I look forward to seeing everyone at Arts and
Academic Fair on Thursday, April 24" We have 2
sessions scheduled to accommodate for parking
and room to move. Families are invited by last
name, A-L is from 6:00-6:45 and M-Z is from 7:00-
7:45.

| hope everyone has a safe, enjoyable and restful
April vacation. When we return in May we will be
on the home stretch! The last day of school is
currently scheduled for Monday, June 23" with a
mid-day dismissal. Thank you all for supporting our
school.

AlertNow: Please make sure that you update the
school if you have a change to your phone
numbers; home, work or cell. We update the
computer system weekly and if an AlertNow call
goes out it goes to those numbers for both parents
and is repeated until a ‘live answer’ is recorded or
there have been 5 attempts. If you need to change
your child’s transportation home after you receive
an AlertNow please call the school to make new
arrangements.




News from the Curriculum Corner
Nancy Barcelos
Assistant Principal/Curriculum Coordinator

Spotlight on the Classrooms
Continuing the focus on vocabulary

Mrs. Rice’s third graders have made step books
about South America. Read some of the facts they
learned while researching our neighbor!

Mrs. Perreault’s class has written a guide to solving
word problems. They have learned to look for key
words that give direction.

Mrs. Antonakos’ class is working on rewriting the
Constitution in language that would apply in their
classroom!

Mrs. Quigley’s class pays particular attention to
word choice when writing pieces. They challenge
each other when they peer conference!

Danville students worked extra hard this spring to
invent something that could solve a problem. Our
students worked with their families, teachers and
enrichment teachers, Mrs. Hubley and Mrs. Wood,
to complete this task. An in school celebration was
held! There were so many wonderful entries; you
could feel the sense of pride the moment you saw
the students’ faces standing with their inventions!
Judges interviewed the students about the process
and the workings of their inventions. We were
especially impressed by the way students
articulated their end results. This was a challenging
project and our students rose to the occasion by

presenting meaningful work.

to all who participated! Danville was well
represented at the state Invention Convention held
at Winnesquam Regional High School in Tilton, NH
April 5th. Six of our students represented Danville
at the state convention and took 4 awards! Austin
Hall, grade 4, Rory Ceplo, grade 2, and Lindsey
Cooper, grade 3 presented their inventions.
Matthew Steele, grade 4 won the Fidelity
Investment Specialty Award and Best in Grade for
his “Magnificent Mailbox”. Owen Sweet, 5" grade
won the Practical and Useful Award for his
invention called “Supermark” and Austin Venegas,
grade 5 won an award for being the most original
and unique with his invention called, “Awake at the
Wheel 9000”.. We are very proud of our students.
That is remarkable to have so many winners from
one school!

From the Front Line
Mrs. Landry & Mrs. Keehan

Due to the large daily number of students being
dropped off late in the morning, parents are not
being held accountable to come into the building
and sign their child(ren) in. However, if you are
dropping off once staff is not on duty outside and do
not wish to get out of your car to sign your child in,
please sit outside and wait until you see your child
enter the building’s second set of doors. Many
people are dropping students off and leaving before
their child is safely inside the building.

Music Note
Mrs. Cook

Band sign-ups: If your child is finishing 3" or 4"
grade, s/he can sign-up for band in June.
Information will be sent home in Danville Delivery in
May.

Band Members: If your child was in band during
4" grade, s/he is automatically signed up for band
next year. No sign-ups are necessary if your child
was in band this year.

Congratulations band members!!

Tiana Stefanelli earned her 1% E

Raquel Wright and Ashley Cooper earned their X
Jared Burke, Jessica Gagnon, Nate Mangrum, and
Caleigh Gallant earned their 1 C

Cnoddy Gleason and Kayleigh Fitzpatrick earned their
27 E

Daniel Main and Annie Steenson earned their X in
the blue book

Amanda Kenerson earned her 2™ L in the blue
book

Tiffany Twomey and Evan Malynn earned their 1% L
and EXCEL award

Holly DeRusha earned her 4™ E and EXCELLENCE
award

Strings
Mrs. Nelson

Advanced Fourth and Fifth Grade Strings Students
are busily preparing for their May Concert with the
Middle School Orchestra on Wednesday, May 21 *
at 7 pm (tuning at 6:15 pm) ! Please help ensure
your child attend the only district-wide rehearsal,
Tuesday, May 13 ™ from 6:30 pm until 8:00 pm .,
when we rehearse on the stage at the PAC with all
the other fourth and fifth grade string players from



the entire district! The orchestra is like a team: if
one part is missing, it cannot perform. We need to
put all our different musical parts together to create
an entire work. We look forward to sharing our
music with you on May 21%, and then listening to
the Middle School Orchestra performance after us!
What a great musical evening!

Physical Education

Dear Parents,

The Jump Rope for Heart program was a great
success this year! We were able to raise almost
$1,300 for the American Heart Association! This
was the third highest amount ever raised by
Danville Elementary. | want to thank everyone who
participated and remind you that prize gifts will be
handed out to students who earned them, in about
four or five weeks.

Our Speed Stacking unit went great! The
students liked it so much | extended it for one extra
week. We are currently in the middle of our floor
hockey unit and will be moving outside for whiffle
ball after vacation. The week before vacation we
will be having free choice games due to the hectic
school schedule at that time. Overall the next few
weeks should be a very exciting time in the gym!

Thank you all again for helping your children to
remember to wear sneakers on days that they have
P.E. This helps to protect our beautiful gym floor
and greatly reduces the amount of sprained ankles
in class.

I hope all is well and if you need to get in touch
with me my email is pard@danvilleschool.com.

Sincerely,
Patrick Ard

LIBRARIAN'S LETTER
Dale Gregory

In celebration of National Library Week April 13"-
19", Danville Elementary School welcomed a
visiting author and an illustrator to speak with the
children about makin% children’s books. On
Wednesday, April 16" the kindergarten, 1% and 2™
graders had the pleasure of meeting New
Hampshire author Jennifer Ericsson. Ms. Ericsson
lives in Concord and is a children’s librarian in Bow.
Many of her stories are inspired by her own life as a
child or her experiences as a mother. The

youngest students enjoyed her book No Milk! about
a city boy trying to milk a cow but he doesn’t know
where the milk comes from, while the older students
had fun creating their own Most Beautiful Kid in

the World in response to her book that was
inspired by an incident with her daughter. Finally,
everyone loved hearing and reacting to She Did It!
which Ms. Ericsson explained came from her
experiences growing up in a family of seven
children and is her apology to her mother. Many
students chose to purchase autographed copies of
her books and everyone was inspired by her
enthusiasm and presentation.

On Friday April 18" the 3", 4™, and 5™ graders
were visited by artist and illustrator Adam
Gustavson. Mr. Gustavson lives in New Jersey and
has illustrated about 15 books for children. His
presentation centered on his latest book Rough,
Tough Charley and took children through the
illustrating process starting with pencil sketches to
finished oil paintings. Adam shared with the
children how he researched horses, Concord
Coaches, and the proper way to hold the reins of
several horses when driving a coach. Students had
the opportunity to ask some very thoughtful
guestions at the end and learned some surprising
things about the book making process. Did you
know that most authors and illustrators never meet
when making a book together? Copies of Adam'’s
most recent books were available for students to
purchase and have signed. Mr. Gustavson is a very
talented artist and the children were all inspired by
his work.

This was a great way to celebrate National Library
Week and hopefully inspire any budding artists and
authors at Danville Elementary.

HAPPY READING!

HELPFUL HINTS
Our web-site is chockfull of helpful information.
Visit us at www.danvilleschool.com

You can e-mail a staff member from our website by
clicking on their name.

DATES TO REMEMBER

Spring Vacation April 28"™-May 2™

Early Release May 15"

Memorial Day May 25"

Last Day of School Tentatively June 23"
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Poetry winners:

At the Lake
by Melissa Wilson
In the morning the sun comes high
above the mountains and the lake sparkles,
It's hot already but the water's cool,
loons call far away,
| smell sun block,
S-p-l-a-s-h-! Water rushes into my
mouth as | fall in!

Street Race
by Danny Scalzo
Cars flashing before your eyes.
The motors starting up.
The wind blowing across your face.
The exhaust coming from the tailpipe.
That's Fast!

| LOVE DANCING
by Olivia Stafford
I'm about to go on stage my heart is beating. | am
waiting in my posing position smiling so big my teeth
hurt. My jazz hands are so big it feels like I'm poking
needles in then. The song starts. we're dancing
everyone is chanting we're done. THEY LOVED IT !l
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