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Principal’'s Pen

Mrs. Hart

It was a pleasure to have so many of our parents
join us for teacher conferences. We look forward to
the opportunity to share important information about
your child’s school experience. It is amazing that
we are two-thirds through the school year. Our
students and teachers are hard at work to ensure
our students have the best instruction to meet their
learning goals. We have had several snow days
this year. Currently the expected last day of school
is Monday, June 23".

We are looking forward to Bingo For Books on April
11 from 6 to 8 pm. Due to the popularity of this
special evening, we have moved the location to
Sanborn High School in Kingston  on Route 111.
We can comfortably seat many more Bingo players
than we could at Timberlane High School. | look
forward to this fun event and thank the PTA for
working to make sure it is a success. We will have
themed raffle baskets created by each class.

Our incoming kindergarten parents are invited for a
parent information evening March 27" at 6:30 in our
gym. This is a parent only evening. We will be
having our new kindergarteners and their parents
come together for an individual appointment in late
May. If you know of any Danville children who are
eligible for kindergarten or first grade please make
sure that their parents have called the school to
register them for next fall.

The Father (Grandfather, Uncle, Special Friend)
and Daughter Dance is scheduled for Friday, April
18"™. This has become another special Danville
School event for our young ladies and their escorts.
Dads, put on your dancing shoes and get dressed

up for a memorable evening with a special young
lady!

We at Danville Elementary School are very sad to
have lost our lead custodian Wendell Brazee.
Wendell passed away March 15" after a
courageous battle with cancer. Wendell had
worked at our school for the past eight years. He
worked the evening shift and was kind, gentle man
who was always smiling. He was dedicated to our
school and took great pride in his work. Wendell
had stated,
“l am not a janitor, janitors take care of
buildings. | am a custodian. Custodians
take care of buildings and the people inside
of the building!”
We will miss Wendell and extend our deepest
sympathies to his wife Nancy and his son Darrell.

News from the Curriculum Corner
Nancy Barcelos
Assistant Principal/Curriculum Coordinator

New England Common Assessment Program
The science test is coming....

Students in grades 4, 8 and 11 will be taking the
science NECAP test in May. The test will be given
over 3 days. Test items include multiple choice,
open response and hands-on cooperative
materials. Students will be tested in the areas of
life, physical and Earth science.

The results of the fall NECAP testing were sent
home last week. The results show improvement in
most scores. We are busy analyzing the scores to
measure the effectiveness of the curriculum and
instructional practices. We strive for excellence
across the curriculum. NECAP testing is only one




measure of academic progress. It is important to
consider a child’s growth physically, socially and
academically.

Regular attendance is critical in helping children
interact with the curriculum successfully. When
planning family vacations, do not make plans that
would require your child to miss school. Much of
what children do in school is interactive and is not
easily made up independent of classmates and
school resources. NECAP will be given again in
October 2008 to all students in grades 3-8 & 11.
Schools are penalized when children do not
participate in the state assessment. We appreciate
your every effort in sending your child to school on
a regular basis.

Spotlight on the classrooms!

Mrs. Oshorne’s class is busy writing
narratives. Remember the Brady Bunch?
Mrs. DeSantis’ class has nature journals
they are enthusiastically working on.
What do you think is growing under the
“grow lights” in Mrs. Furman'’s class?

Mr. Ciarla’s class is learning how to work
with fractions!

Mrs. George’s class made kite poems for
spring!

Several students have enjoyed the traveling
quilts in the library. The stories behind the
quilts are quite interesting.

From the Front Line
Mrs. Landry & Mrs. Keehan

The office will be closed all of April vacation week.

If you plan to extend your April vacation on either
end, please send a written note ahead of time to the
office.

Please remember to call the attendance line at
Option 1 when your child will be absent or arriving
after 9:00 a.m.

Librarian’s Letter
Dale Gregory

The library has been a busy place this winter! Mrs.
Bordis’s class and | created a readers theater piece
as a result of a class-wide research project on
penguins. We started with asking questions about
penguins and what the students wanted to know
about them. By reading various non-fiction books
to them, we were able to find the answers to those
guestions and wrote them down on “foot notes”.

We also made notes of other things that we learned
as we read. Next we organized our “foot notes” into
categories and put together our readers’ theatre
play, making sure that each student wrote their own
line to say. After many practices the play was ready
to present to their reading buddies in Mrs. Richard’s
class. Everyone was nervous but the performance
went off without a hitch and was well received by
the students. Everyone was proud of their
accomplishments and enjoyed sharing their work
and knowledge with their buddies.

After working on this class project with 1% grade, |
began collaborating with Mr. Ciarla’s, Mrs. Blais’s
and Mrs. Rice’s classes, incorporating research
skills into their animal reports. So far the students
have created a web about their topic animal,
coming up with questions to guide their research in
the process. They learned how to find resources
using the districts databases and the library. Most
of them have finished taking notes, organized their
information, and are either writing or completing
their reports. They are also learning how to cite
their resources and write an abbreviated
bibliography. | know that these are challenging and
necessary skills to acquire and | am very proud of
every student’s hard work and effort. Soon | will
begin working with Mrs. Perreault’s class
incorporating research skills into their biography
unit.

Kindergarteners and 1* graders enjoyed celebrating
Dr. Seuss’s birthday with the Cat in the Hat. He
visited the school for our Green Eggs and Ham
breakfast and read to the children. After the
reading everyone enjoyed a snack of green eggs
and ham. Mrs. Murphy and | would like to thank
everyone who contributed to make this fun literature
enjoyment event possible.

Next month we are looking forward to hosting an
author and an illustrator to inspire any budding
artists or writers. More information concerning
these events will be coming home in Danville
delivery.

Happy Reading!

Music Note
Mrs. Cook

Band
Mark your calendars!

April 1* and 9" Rehearsal and concert for all
4™ grade AND 1% year 5" grade band
students. Notices have been sent home:
please arrive at the PAC both dates at 6:30
pm.



Congratulations band members!!

Olivia Hughes, Nick Michaud and Shaunna Knight
earned their X

Kyle Burns earned his 1* C

Madison Cornell, Cameron Allen and Madison
DiCarlo earned their 2" E

Holly DeRusha and Daniel Main earned their 2"c
Annie Steenson and Daniel Main earned their 4™ E
and their EXCELLENCE medal

Annie Steenson, Danny Scalzo and Daniel Main
earned their 1% E in the blue book

Olivia Stafford earned her X and 1% C in the blue
book

Amanda Kenerson earned her 2™ E, 1% L and
EXCEL award in the blue book

WEE DELIVER

We have started Wee Deliver again in the school.
Our classroom is supervising the in-house post
office program that was previously run by Anne
Luker and fifth grade students. With the help of Tee
Schott, as a parent volunteer, and Heather Sweet,
our classroom assistant, we are able to deliver
letters that children are writing to each other. Itis a
great way to teach children how to write friendly
letters and they are really enjoying receiving letters
in the mail. The program is designed to be used by
staff and students in the building. We have Julia
LaBelle as postmaster, Reni Mylonas and Angela
Dovidio as Nixie Clerks, Farai Zhou, Connor Schott,
and Zoey Lauria as sorters/carriers. We will have a
new group of post office helpers in April.

Nikki DeSantis’ Second Grade Class

A Great Way
To Help Qur-School!

Dear Friends of Danville Elementary,

If you love books and music as much as | do, you
know about some of the amazing bargains that can
be found through the Amazon site. Amazon has
started a program for non-profit organizations, like
public schools, where anyone who purchases
anything from their site (books, music, computers,
clothing, etc.) using a special link, can have a
percentage of the total purchase go to the group.

The Danville Enrichment program benefits every
child at Danville and we are always looking for

creative ways to fund the purchase of books and
other materials for enrichment activities that will not
impact the family financially. The link below is a
special link only for Danville Enrichment. If you
bookmark this link or add it to your favorites, then
every time you use the link to shop at Amazon,
about 5% of the total purchase will be returned to
the enrichment program at Danville Elementary.

http://www.amazon.com/?tag=danvielemesch-20

Thank you,
Cindy Wood, Enrichment

MRS. GEORGE'S CLASS NEWS

Our first grade class has participated in a cultural
exchange with Mrs. Gerrard’s third grade class in
Tampa, FL. Our class sent Mrs. Gerrard’s class
beautiful fall pictures provided by some of our
parents, a collection of fall leaves, some seeds and
cones, and pictures that our student drew of fall
activities in New England. The third graders sent a
book that they created with pictures of themselves
and letters written by each student to our class. We
also received some beautiful shells from Florida
beaches, a variety of leaves from various
indigenous plants, and some brochures of well-
known tourist attractions in Florida. This has been
especially fun for our new classmate, Robert, who
has recently joined us from Cape Coral, FL. We will
be writing friendly letters to our friends in Florida
since this is a writing form that we have been
practicing. We will also collect some brochures of
wonderful attractions in our amazing state of New
Hampshire. Wouldn't a field trip to Tampa be an
awesome way to round out our cultural exchange?

HELPFUL HINTS
Our web-site is chockfull of helpful information.
Visit us at www.danvilleschool.com

You can e-mail a staff member from our website by
clicking on their name.

DATES TO REMEMBER

Early Release Day April 9"

Spring Vacation April 28th-May 2"

Early Release May 15"

Memorial Day May 25"

Last Day of School Tentatively June 23"



