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News from the Curriculum Corner

Nancy Barcelos
Assistant Principal/Curriculum Coordinator

Our staff continues to meet weekly in Professional Learning Communities. This provides educators a forum to
review standards, student work, and our reading and math programs and to talk about teaching. It is an
enriching opportunity for our staff. The discussions focus on sharing best practices with the goal to improve
achievement for all students.

Teachers have included information about the change to a 6 day schedule for language arts and homework
routines in their newsletters. Our students have adjusted to this change and are learning to take more ownership
with their personal responsibilities to school work. To internalize new skills children must have practice and not
merely memorize. In order to generalize and apply skills it must be held in the working memory.

The best gift you can give your child this season is the gift of communication. The more you know about your
child’s interests, the better you can help them manage their learning, exercising, socializing and playing.
Children need rules to follow. You are their compass guiding them toward responsible choices. As
communication is embedded into daily routines, your children will come to expect your conversations and look
forward to them. Encourage children to write thank you notes for gifts received this holiday. It will give them
good practice during their school vacation! Be sure they read or are read to each day. You are never too old to
be read to! Enjoy your time together during the school vacation.

This busy time of year is a nice time to reflect and prepare for a fresh start in the New Year. Wishing you joy
with each new day.

The Timberlane School District has been signed up for the “No Idling” campaign for 2009 — 2010. Our districts
have been a part of this program since it was implemented and our bus drivers are reminded every year of the
“no Idling” policy by First Student. Those who drop off or pick up students at school, please reduce engine idling
while waiting in line. The following link will give you more information:
http://des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/air/tsb/tps/msp/irc/documents/schoolbus initiative.pdf
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News from Everyday Mathematics
Kathy Fowler
Elementary Math Coach

The following is from the Everyday Mathematics Home Connection Handbook.
Assessment in  Everyday Mathematics

Throughout Everyday Mathematics (EM), there are many opportunities to collect information about children’s
abilities. The purpose of gathering this information is to:

see how each child’s mathematical understanding is progressing; and

provide feedback to the teacher about each child’s instructional needs.
The process of collecting information to track each child’'s progress and make decisions about how and what to
teach is known as assessment.

Children show what they know and can do in a variety of ways. It is important to gather information not only
about children’s procedural skills, but also their understanding of concepts, through ongoing and periodic
assessment.

Ongoing Assessment
This is often called informal assessment because information is collected from the ordinary work that children do
every day in mathematics class.
Observation involves watching and noting what children do and say during oral exercises, slate
routines, discussions, strategy sharing, and game play.
Product assessment involves collecting and reviewing samples of daily work, such as Math Boxes,
written explanations and diagrams, and game record sheets.
Periodic Assessment
Often called formal assessment, these are special assessments that occur at the end of each unit (Progress
Checks) and the end of the year.

How Can Parents Support Assessment?

Read the Family Letters that explain the contents of each unit and Study (grades K-3) or Home (grades
4-5) Links that review and practice material learned in lessons.
Let your child’s teacher know what s/he says about mathematics and how s/he is doing with homework
assignments. Ask yourself some of these questions to better pinpoint your child’s progression with
mathematics:

o Is there something your child doesn’t “get”?

o Can your child do Study/Home Links independently, or do you need to help a great deal?

o Can your child “teach” you the day’s lesson?

o How much time does your child typically spend on the Study/Home Links assignment?

o When you play math games or talk about real-life math situations, what do you notice?

Families have unique insights about their children that are important to share with teachers. The
information you share can help teachers form a more complete picture of each child’s development and

adjust lessons to meet specific needs.




There is more treasure in books than in all the aie’s loot on Treasure Island...
. ~Walt Disney~

From the Library
Mrs. Kisiel, LMS

The Library Media Center has circulated 6,300 books  since September! Great job Danville Students!

Book Fair

The book fair was a great success! We have raised enough money to purchase additional books for the
Danville School Library and fund future author visits. We would like to thank the community for supporting the
book fair and fostering the love of reading in your children.

Book Club

The book club for fourth and fifth grade students has begun. We are reading Scat, by Carl Hiaasen. This is
wonderful story about a missing biology teacher, endangered animals and the wild imagination of young
students in search of their teacher, while learning about whom they really are and discovering that people are
not always what they seem. The students are meeting every other week and discussing their book on line using
the Timberlane Moodle site.

Destiny and Databases

The Library Media Center will be hosting a workshop for parents to learn about the on- line card catalog system
and databases available to our students in school and from home. Please watch out for an invitation to this
workshop after Christmas!

Have a safe and restful vacation!

Music Notes

Mrs. Cook

Band: Mark your calendars!
March 15" and 17" Concert for all 5" grade band students.
March 30™ and April 7" Concert for all 4™ grade AND 1% year 5™ grade band students.

SmartMusic:

The district has very generously purchased a computer program called SmartMusic for every band and
orchestra member in the district! We have been busy learning all the wonderful advantages this program offers
us. Students have started receiving and completing homework assignments as well as experimenting with new
songs. If you have any general questions, please feel free to call/e-mail me. Any technical questions can be
directed to SmartMusic’s toll-free help line at 1-866-240-4041. | have used them myself and they have proven
to be quick and helpful. | am thrilled to have this cutting edge technology program be a part of our learning
experience.



Congratulations band members!!

Kyle Gleason, Matt Wilson, Kate Proctor, Nick Braga, and Arianna Coletti earned their 1% E

Cameron Magner and Meagan White earned their X

Meagan White, Payton Surprenant, and Brittany George earned their 1% C
Emma Richelsoph earned her X in the blue book

Hannah Donnelly earned her 2" E in the blue book
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Our school store has been up and running every other Thursday since October. There are many items from
pencils to pencil pouches, from 2 pocket designer folders to pen bracelets on sale. Items range in price from
$.25 to $3.00.

Our school store is run by volunteers. | would like to thank Sue Clarke, Jillian Sciuto, Cathy Lisi, and Kerry
Gonsalves for their assistance in running the school store.

The school store will be open in January on the 7" and 21 and in February on the 4™ and 18™.

If you would like to volunteer to help in the school store or have any questions about the school store, please
contact Mrs. Cindy Wood. All profits from the school store go to enrichment activities and programs.

Sincerely,
Cindy Wood
Cindy.Wood@timberlane.net
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