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Principal’s Pen   
Mrs. Hart, Principal 
�
I appreciate everyone’s understanding about the 
persistent issues we have had with coyotes.  We 
had thought that they had left our area but they 
returned and were an issue on our playground and 
during an outside assembly with the Danville Fire 
Department.  Their behavior was untypical and we 
needed to make sure our students’ safety was not 
at risk. This required us to have indoor recess.  We 
have used the gym when possible and the teachers 
have been creative in having games and activities 
to keep our students occupied and having fun.  I am 
hopeful that the situation is under control and we 
will be back outside very soon.  I want to thank our 
Danville Police, the USDA Wildlife Service and NH 
Fish and Game for consulting with us to resolve this 
issue.   
 
November has been a busy month with the 
students’ academic studies.  Students are enjoying 
the learning opportunities and format of the new 
reading program. Our teachers are familiar and 

comfortable with the routine and procedures and 
are having fun exploring the new topics of study 
each week.  Students are engaged in the materials 
and are developing new skills and strategies in 
literacy. 
 
I hope to see families at the ‘Hoe Down’ on Friday, 
November 20, from 6 to 8.   We always have a fun 
evening of music and dance.  The PTA and Dads 
have special events planned for December 4th, the 
Holiday Store and December 11th, a movie event of 
“The Polar Express”.  Watch for flyers for these 
special evening events for our school community.  
We appreciate all that the PTA, Danville Dads, and 
volunteers do for our school.   
 
Thanksgiving is a wonderful holiday centered 
around the sharing of a traditional meal and 
spending time with family and friends.  Friends, 
family and delicious food - what could be better?  I 
wish you all a lovely Thanksgiving!   
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News from the Curriculum Corner  
Nancy Barcelos 
Assistant Principal/Curriculum Coordinator 
 
Danville School hosted a parent informational 
meeting November 4. The topic for the evening was 
Simple Strategies for creating Strong Readers. Ms.  
Kim Boothroyd, PhD, was the guest speaker. Kim is 
a private consultant with expertise in literacy and 
effective teaching practices. Kim is also affiliated 
with Tuft’s University as a consultant to their Project 
Read program. She is currently providing 
consultation and training to Timberlane elementary 
staff.  
 
The re-occurring message is read, read, read! 
Children need to see adults engaged in reading so 
they will learn to model this important behavior. 
Children should have a variety of reading materials 
available. They are learning to choose “just right” 
books in school and it is fun to add to collections by 
choosing magazines, picture books (for all ages), 
cereal boxes, environmental print for young 
readers, a variety of genres  and challenging books. 
This evening workshop provided parents with an 
opportunity to learn enjoyable ways to read and talk 
about books with their children. Your child is never 
too old to be read to! The staff enjoyed providing 
child care to those children who accompanied their 
parents. We look forward to offering a similar 

evening in the spring about how to “grow” writers! 
Author and educational consultant, Mary Ellen 
Giacobbe will be the guest speaker.  
Please be on the lookout for a letter coming home 
explaining tiered instruction in literacy and math. 
Tiered instruction is a Response to Intervention 
strategy Timberlane teachers provides to 
differentiate instruction to students at their 
achievement level. It allows students to have time 
to either review, practice or learn about a topic at a 
more intense level.  
 
Parent Teacher conferences are underway. This is 
a very important time to meet individually with 
teachers and ask questions about your child’s 
learning. Research shows students whose families 
are involved with their school, are more successful. 
Please make every effort to attend your child’s 
conference. If you need to reschedule, kindly let the 
teacher know in advance so they can find a 
mutually convenient time.  
 
Being an educator wouldn’t be as enjoyable without 
the support our families offer to the Danville staff 
and children. We are truly thankful for all you do. 
Best wishes for a plentiful Thanksgiving holiday.  
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News from Everyday Mathematics   
Kathy Fowler 
Elementary Math Coach  
 
The following is an excerpt from the Everyday Mathematics Home Connection Handbook. It addresses the 
question of why and how Everyday Mathematics was developed.  
 
A Curriculum for the 21 st Century   
 
The goal of the University of Chicago Mathematics Project is to significantly improve the mathematics curriculum 
and instruction being offered to school children in the U.S. The Everyday Mathematics curriculum was 
developed as part of this mission. 
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Philosophy of Everyday Mathematics 
The philosophy of the program is based on extensive research about how children learn mathematics and how 
mathematics is taught. Children need a rigorous and balanced mathematics curriculum. Such a curriculum: 
 

·  emphasizes conceptual understanding while building a mastery of basic skills. When children 
understand mathematics, rather than simply memorize facts or procedures, they are able to use their 
knowledge flexibly and solve new and unfamiliar problems. 
 

·  explores the full mathematics spectrum, not just ba sic arithmetic. Children are introduced to all the 
major mathematical content areas - number sense, algebra, measurement, geometry, data analysis, 
probability - beginning in Kindergarten. 
 

·  considers how children learn, what they’re interest ed in, and the future for which they must be 
prepared. Consistent with the ways children actually learn mathematics, the program allows for 
understanding to be built over time. Children acquire knowledge and skills through active involvement in 
meaningful, real world experiences. 

 
Everyday Mathematics was developed through a process of writing, field testing, and revising one grade level at 
a time. The result is a comprehensive curriculum that carefully builds upon and extends knowledge and skills 
from one year to the next. 
 
 
 

A Note from the Nurse  
Mrs. Thorne 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
Thank you for the cooperation you have shown in using specific illness terms when calling your children in sick. I 
am obliged to report the number of students with flu symptoms daily to the State Dept of Public Health so that 
they can keep track of the demographics. In addition to encouraging frequent hand washing and coughing into 
the sleeve, we will now discourage students from putting their mouth on/near the water bubbler.  Instead, we will 
provide paper cups for those students who forget their water bottle.  These cups will be used once and disposed 
of immediately to eliminate any cross-contamination. We are hoping that this technique will add to our germ-
fighting arsenal.  As always, I strongly encourage you to send in a water bottle for your child’s individual use, 
and remember, plastic bottles can be cleaned quickly and easily in the dishwasher.  Let’s all look forward to a 
healthy Thanksgiving and Christmas season. 

Music Notes   
Mrs. Cook 
 
Band:  Mark your calendars! 
�  December 2 nd 7pm: Holiday concert including both 4th and 5th grade students.   Information has been sent 

through Danville Delivery.  Please arrive at the Performing Arts Center at 6:30pm (no earlier). 
�  March 15th and 17th Concert for all 5th grade band students. 
�  March 30th and April 7th Concert for all 4th grade AND 1st year 5th grade band students. 
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Congratulations band members!!  
Bailey Marzec, Cameron Magner, Jacob Post, Emily Current, Ryan Burns, Angela Dovidio, Olivia Andrews and 
Marissa Arnold earned their 1st E 
Payton Surprenant, Jessica Amorelli and Brittany George earned their X 
Andrea Rogers earned her 2nd E 
Hannah Donnelly earned her X and 1st C in the blue book 

DECEMBER 2ND DANVILLE WINTER CONCERT PREP : Third, fourth and fifth grade strings, and fourth and 
fifth grade band students are eagerly preparing for the annual Danville Winter Concert at the PAC at 7 pm on 
Wednesday, December 2 nd.  Please help your child practice his concert pieces for 15-20 minutes every day so 
his/her concert experience will be fun!  Have your child perform his pieces for family befor e your 
Thanksgiving Dinner !  Both Orchestra and Band will perform for your holiday pleasure!  Strings arrive at 6:15 
pm to tune.  Concert dress is nice school clothes (no jeans, please).  We look forward to sharing our music with 
you on December 2nd! 

Thank you, Marjorie Nelson
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Town of Danville Tree Lighting  
On Saturday, November 28th at 4 pm, the Town of Danville will hold its’ annual tree lighting ceremony.  This year 
the Danville Recreation is working collaboratively with the Danville Police for this special event.  They invited our 
students to participate.  Dawn Weston is being remembered with a theme of angels.  Many of our students are 
making ornaments during indoor recess times to bring to the tree lighting.  They will be bringing home their 
ornaments and perhaps you could attend this event as a family and add their ornament to the tree.  You might 
want to make additional ornaments as a family to place on the tree.   
�


